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Bulletin
Calendar of Events 

Upcoming Webinars:
Friday, Oct. 23, 1:00pm CT
USING DATA TO INFORM & 

IMPROVE YOUR JOURNALISM 
COST: $35.00

Presenter - Katic Kutsko, American 
Press Institute

IN THIS WEBINAR,:
Discussion on using metrics, which 

measures of engagement to focus on & 
how to define success. 

For details & to register, go to:
www.onlinemediacampus.com

Tues., Oct. 27, 12:00pm CT
ELECTION 2020 & ITS 

IMPACT ON THE NEWSPAPER 
INDUSTRY
COST: FREE

https://newspapers.org/
election-discussion/

Wed., Oct. 28, 11:00am CT
Digital Selling Skills for Sales 

Executives:
AUDIENCE, AUDIENCE, 

AUDIENCE
(PART 4 of a 4-part series 

from America’s Newspapers)
COST: FREE

Presenter - Charity Huff of January Spring
For details & to register, go to:

https://newspapers.org/
webinar-multi-media-selling/

CONTACT INFO:
   Telephone: 800-369-2850 or 

402-476-2851
   FAX: 402-476-2942 

Legal Hotline: 402-474-6900
  E-mail: nebpress@nebpress.com

Web Site:  http://www.nebpress.com
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How did your newspaper promote/celebrate 
National Newspaper Week?

Send examples (PDFs) of your NNW promotions
 to Susan Watson at nebpress@nebpress.com 

to share in the next week Bulletin!

NNW samples are on pages 7-9 from:
•	 Mullen Hooker Co. Tribune
•	 Orchard Antelope Co. News
•	 Bloomfield Knox Co. News

•	 Stanton Register    
Thanks for sharing these, Gerri Peterson & Carrie Pitzer! 

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK • OCTOBER 4-10, 2020 

One happy customer...
Lydia Borremans, age 2, enjoys a recent issue of 
the Hickman Voice News. Her parents recently 
subscribed to the Voice News - and Lydia is glad 
they did! (Lydia is the niece of Violet Spader, ad 
manager at OnePress.)              Courtesy photos	 

National Newspaper 
Week mater ia l s 
available all year
New and archived editorials, 
cartoons and ads remain on 
the website and accessible 
year-round as a continuing 
resource: 
www.nationalnewspaperweek.com
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Imperial Republican, Wauneta Breeze 
newspapers to merge
By Lori Pankonin, October 8, 2020
Johnson Publications has announced they will merge the 
Wauneta Breeze newspaper into the Imperial Republican, 
effective November 19.

Russ and Lori Pankonin moved to Wauneta in 1982 when 
The Wauneta Breeze was added as the fourth newspaper in 
the Johnson Publications organization. Other sister papers 
are the Grant Tribune-Sentinel and Holyoke (CO) Enterprise.  

Co-Publisher Lori Pankonin said, “It’s ultimately come down 
to a necessary business decision.” While online options and 
social media have provided significant advantages for im-
mediate communication and efficiency, its definitely taken 
a toll on the newspaper industry, causing many long-time 
daily and weekly publications to close or consolidate.

The Pankonins moved to Imperial with their daughters, 
Brooke and Celeste in 1997.  They, along with Lori’s sister, 
Brenda Johnson Brandt, purchased the papers in 1999 from 
their parents, Loral and Elna Johnson. Brandt is publisher 
of the Holyoke Enterprise. The Pankonins are co-publishers 
for the Imperial, Grant and Wauneta papers. 

It’s official: Cambridge Clarion is now 
part of Valley Voice
Cambridge Clarion, August 6, 2020
In early August, after 52 weeks of publication as a ride-along 
newspaper with the Cambridge Clarion, the Valley Voice has 
earned its status as a legal newspaper. 

With that status achieved, the Cambridge Clarion was the 
last newspaper to be consolidated into the Valley Voice, join-
ing the Arapahoe Public Mirror, the Oxford Standard and the 
Elwood Bulletin. The Public Mirror, Standard and Clarion 
were merged together on August 8, 2019, the first issue of 
the Valley Voice. The Bulletin was merged in two weeks later.
Valley Voice currently has 1,600 subscribers and additional 
newsstand sales of nearly 200 each week. 

Former Omaha World-Herald classified 
ad manager dies at 83
Dale Harris, 83, died September 13 after a brief illness. 
Harris was classified advertising manager when he retired 
in 2000 after 30 years at the newspaper.

Harris served as president of the Association of Newspaper 
Classified Advertising Managers, the Mississippi Valley Clas-
sified Advertising Managers Association, and a director of the 
International Newspaper Advertising Marketing Executives.

Dale and his wife, Carol were married for 58 years. They 
had three children: Davis Harris, Julie Church and Sharon 
Harris. Funeral services were held Sept. 17 at St. Stephen 
the Martyr Catholic Church.   

Free election season marketing 
campaign-from America’s Newspapers 
As the election season enters its final weeks, voters are 
turning to their local newspapers for information on the 
issues that matter to them.
 
A new marketing 
campaign rolled 
out by America’s 
Newspapers warns 
readers: “Don’t rely 
on disinformation 
spread on social 
media. Turn to your 
local newspaper 
f o r  t h e  m o s t 
comprehensive and 
credible information 
on local and national 
candidates.”

Newspapers can 
download this series of print and social media ads 
at no cost. The print ads include space for the name 
or logo of the newspaper publishing them. 

TO DOWNLOAD THE FREE ADS:
•	 Simply provide a few registration details at 

	 https://newspapers.org/marketing-vote/  
	
•	 After registering you’ll receive an email with a link 

to download the ads in color, black and white,
 and co-branded options. 

Questions? Contact Greg Watson, America’s Newspapers, 
www.newspapers.org, 847-282-9850, ext 104.
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Good work!
The following newspapers sold network ads. To help 
inspire your paper to sell network ads, we’ve included 
the amount of money each newspaper made in selling 
these ads.

Week of 8/24:
2x2
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (paper made $150.00 
+ $32.50 out of state)
Hickman Voice News – Wendy Jurgens (2 ads) (paper made 
$300.00 + Special Free Ad)
NCAN
Bridgeport News-Blade – John Erickson (paper made 
$75.00)
Geneva Signal – Julie Sulzbach (NCAN Special Free Ad)

Week of 8/31:
2x2
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (Paper made $162.50 + 
$32.50 out of state)
Bridgeport News-Blade – John Erickson (paper made 
$150.00)
Crete News – Nichole Javorsky (paper made $150.00)
Fairbury Journal News – Jennifer Lewis (paper made 
$300.00)
Grant Tribune-Sentinel – Samantha Goff (paper made 
$150.00)
Hickman Voice News – Wendy Jurgens (paper made $300.00)
Wayne Herald – Brianna Forman (paper made $162.50)
NCAN
Bridgeport News-Blade – John Erickson (paper made $75.00 
+ $30.00 out of state)

Week of 9/7:
2x2
Aurora News-Register – Dani Lemburg (paper made $162.50)
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (paper made $150.00 + 
$32.50 out of state)
Crete News – Nichole Javorsky (paper made $150.00)
NCAN
Bridgeport News-Blade – John Erickson (NCAN Special 
Free Ad)
Falls City Journal – Nikki McKim (paper made $282.50)
Sutton Clay Co. News – Tory Duncan (paper made $205.00)

Week of 9/14/20:
2x2
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (newspaper made: Fre-
quency Special Free Ad + $85.00 out of state)
NCAN
Clarkson Colfax Co. Press – Tonya Evans (newspaper made 
$112.50)
Greeley Citizen – Marty Callahan (newspaper made $137.50)
Sutton Clay Co. News – Tory Duncan (newspaper made 
$205.00)

Week of 9/21:
2x2
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (paper made $487.50 + 
$32.50 out of state)
Hartington Cedar Co. News – Kellyn Dump (paper made 
$325.00)

NCAN
Clarkson Colfax Co. Press – Tonya Evans (paper made 
$112.50)
Greeley Citizen – Marty Callahan (paper made $137.50)
Sutton Clay Co. News – Tory Duncan (NCAN Special Free Ad)

Week of 9/28:
2x2
Blair Enterprise – Lynette Hansen (paper made $162.50)
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (paper made $150.00 + 
$32.50 out of state)
Geneva Signal – Mike Edgecombe (paper made $975.00)
Grant Tribune-Sentinel – Samantha Goff (paper made 
$150.00)
Hartington Cedar Co. News – Kellyn Dump (paper made 
$325.00)
Hickman Voice News – Darren Ivy (paper made $975.00)
Hickman Voice News – Wendy Jurgens (paper made $300.00)
Plainview News – Brook Curtiss (paper made $162.50)
NCAN
Clarkson Colfax Co. Press – Tonya Evans (NCAN Special 
Free Ad)
Elkhorn Post-Gazette – Cheryl Sudbeck (paper made 
$112.50)
Greeley Citizen – Marty Callahan (NCAN Special Free Ad)

Week of 10/5:
2x2
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (paper made $150.00 + 
$32.50 out of state)
Geneva Signal – Mike Edgecombe (paper made $975.00)
Hartington Cedar Co. News – Kellyn Dump (2 ads) (paper 
made $325.00)
Hickman Voice News – Wendy Jurgens (paper made $300.00)
Plainview News – Brook Curtiss (paper made $162.50)
NCAN
Clarkson Press – Tonya Evans (paper made $112.50)
Elkhorn Post-Gazette – Cheryl Sudbeck (paper made 
$112.50)

Week of 10/12:
2x2
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (2x2 special free ad + 
$32.50 out of state)
Hickman Voice News – Darren Ivy (paper made $975.00)
Plainview News – Brook Curtiss (paper made $162.50)
NCAN
Clarkson Press – Tonya Evans (paper made $112.50)
Elkhorn Post-Gazette – Cheryl Sudbeck (NCAN Special 
Free Ad)

Week of 10/19:
2x2
Blair Enterprise – Jahde Osborn (paper made $150.00 + 
$85.00 out of state)
Norfolk Daily News – Vickie Hrabanek (paper made $325.00)
Plainview News – Brook Curtiss (2x2 special free ad)
NCAN
Clarkson Press – Tonya Evans (NCAN Special Free Ad)
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Skala named Nebraska Press Women’s 
Communicator of Achievement
Kearney Hub, Oct. 19, 2020
Nebraska Press Women named Kearney Hub staff writer 
Mary Jane Skala as Communicator of Achievement on 
October 17 during their virtual fall conference.

It is NPW’s highest honor for a member, and recognizes 
achievement in the communications profession, service 
to the community and industry, and leadership in NPW 
and the National Federation of Press Women.

For most of her 40-plus years in journalism, Skala has 
been a member of the national organization and one or 
more of its state affiliates.

Skala will represent Nebraska in the National Federation 
of Press Women’s 2021 Communicator of Achievement 
competition. The national winner will be announced next 
June in Little Rock, Arkansas.  

Gaughan joins West Point News staff 
as features reporter
Moorhead, Minnesota native Ashley Gaughan joined the 
West Point News staff earlier this month as a features 
reporter.

She attended Minnesota State University-Moorhead, where 
she studied English Education. After a semester of student 
teaching, Gaughan decided she enjoyed writing more than 
teaching, and pursued freelance writing for Community 
Lifestyle Magazines in St. Paul and Minneapolis, MN.   

  

Have a Legal Question??
Questions about editorial policy, 
journalism ethics or a legal notice?
Call the Nebraska Press Association 
Legal Hotline. 
Contact Shawn Renner at:
Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson & Oldfather 1900  U.S. 
Bank Building, Lincoln, NE 68508,  402-474-6900, 
srenner@clinewilliams.com

NNA’s October convention sessions, 
presentation recordings available 
If you weren’t able to participate in the National Newspaper 
Association’s 134th annual virtual convention (October 
1-3), you can view recordings of the sessions and 
presentations. 

NNA is making the convention recordings available for 
a $50 fee. Register to have access to all recorded sessions 
and the virtual trade show and exhibitors - available now 
through September 2021. To register, go to:
https://nna.formstack.com/forms/nnaconvention

Watch sessions at your leisure, and visit exhibitors at their 
virtual trade show to view vendor materials and contact 
information. Questions? Email Lynne Lance at lynne@
nna.org or Kate Richardson at kate@nna.org.

Wesner elected chair of Natl. Newspaper 
Assn. at 134th annual meeting
Brett Wesner, president of Wesner Publications in Cordell, 
OK, was elected chair of NNA during the association’s 
virtual 134th annual meeting, October 1-3.

Wesner publishes 15 titles in Oklahoma, Texas and New 
Mexico. A native Oklahoman, Wesner served as press 
secretary to the chairman of the U.S. Senate Intelligence 
Committee before starting his company in 1988.

“As the only newspaper group representing community 
journalism with a full-time public affairs staff in Wash-
ington, our responsibilities have never been greater, but 
with the talent and energy of this new board of directors, 
I know we’re up to the challenge. Winning in Congress is 
not a guarantee, but you can’t win if you’re not heard. I can 
assure the members of this association we will be heard.”

Wesner succeeds Matt Adelman, publisher of the Doug-
las (WY) Budget, who became immediate past president 
and will serve on the ex-officio board, as well as lead the 
National Newspaper Association Foundation as president.

The National Newspaper Association represents 1,600+ 
community newspapers.

“Journalism is the first rough draft of history.”
    		  	       

                                        -- Philip L. Graham

		     Co-Owner, The Washington Post

NPA website survey open...
We want to know what you think! 

Follow this link to complete a short survey about 
how we can improve NPA’s website: 

https://www.nebpress.com/2020-survey/

Please share this survey link with your paper’s 
managers and staff.

If you have questions about the website survey, 
please email Violet Spader at vs@nebpress.com
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NE Chamber of Commerce & Industry hosts
 regional forums across state

Webinar format fosters local dialogue on workforce, 
economic development and state elections 

The NE Chamber, community colleges and several local chambers invite business manufacturing leaders across the state 
to attend the NE Chamber’s Fall Forums held virtually this year from the campuses of Nebraska’s six community colleges.

There is no cost to attend. Featured speakers include NE Chamber President Bryan Slone, Blueprint Nebraska 
President Jim Smith, and the community college president, state legislators and legislative candidates 

associated with each region. Register at web.nechamber.com/events. Media representatives are asked to 
RSVP in advance to accommodate interviews and ensure health protocols are met in each location.

Named “Straight Talk with State Leaders”, this year’s fall forums are designed to inspire community dialogue on economic 
development and workforce needs unique to each region. They also provide a forum for state and local chamber members 

to engage directly with local state legislators and legislative candidates as the 2020 General Election approaches.

Please RSVP to Holley Salmi in advance to ensure health protocols are met at each location.
  

“The NE Chamber Fall Forums have been a time-honored tradition among state and local chamber members for 
years. In addition to offering valuable time with state leaders and candidates in an election year, they offer a chance 

for frank, two-way communication between Chamber members and leadership on the issues affecting business,” 
said Bryan Slone, NE Chamber president. “We just could not forego the Fall Forums due to the pandemic, so we 

reworked them into a model that is arguably even more compelling as we march toward economic recovery.”
 

The NE Chamber is the largest, statewide business association and has proudly served as the voice of 
Nebraska’s business community to state leaders since 1912.

NE Chamber Regional Fall Forums - Schedule for remaining (3) webinars:
 

Southeast Community College
Thursday, October 22, 8 – 9:30 a.m. CDT

https://web.nechamber.com/events/Fall%20Forum%20%20Southeast%20Community%20College-126/details
 

Northeast Community College
Friday, October 23, 8 – 9:30 a.m. CDT

https://web.nechamber.com/events/Fall%20Forum%20%20Northeast%20Community%20College-127/details
 

Central Community College
Wednesday, November 4, 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. CDT

https://web.nechamber.com/events/FallForum%20%20Central%20Community%20College-128/details

I n s p i r e d  b y 
Canada’s Media 
Literacy Week, 
the 6th annu-
al U.S. Media 
Literacy Week, 
October 26-30, 

2020, is hosted by the National Association for Media 
Literacy Education (NAMLE). 

The mission is to highlight the power of media literacy 
education and its essential role in education all across 

the country. U.S. Media Literacy Week calls attention to 
media literacy education by bringing together hundreds 
of partners for events and activities around the country.
The theme for 2020 U.S. Media Literacy Week will 
celebrate one of the five components of media literacy’s 
definition each day of Media Literacy Week: 

Access, Analyze, Evaluate, Create & Act 

The Media Literacy Week Toolkit includes free access 
to MLW-related graphics, sample social media posts, 
and more! Go to: https://medialiteracyweek.us/about/



Newspaper mailers to earn discount 
for flats trays
Tonda Rush, Natl. Newspaper Assn., Oct. 9, 2020
Community newspaper mailers using white flats trays 
(tubs) will finally begin to earn a discount for employing 
the more efficient trays instead of 
sacks. USPS has today proposed 
new discounts for the flats trays 
at the carrier route and 5-digit 
sortation level, providing the 
first incentive ever for printers 
and publishers to opt for the 
more efficient container.

NNA Chair Brett  Wesner, 
president of Wesner Publications, 
Cordell, Oklahoma, said the announcement that USPS 
would recognize the greater efficiency in the flats tray 
usage came at a welcome time for the challenged 
community newspaper industry.

“NNA has led the way in encouraging these flats trays, 
with our Postal Chair Emeritus Max Heath having worked 
closely with USPS to develop the most efficient practices 
for publishers, printers and mail processing plants. For 
example, we secured USPS’ commitment to allow these 
flats trays to travel within Sectional Center Facilities 
without the green lids that have made the transportation 
of the trays a bit of a challenge for us. Now, USPS allows 
a stack of these trays to be nested within one another.

“It has been frustrating to us that after taking on the 
task of encouraging greater efficiency in Periodicals mail, 
we had not been able to get USPS to recognize that a 
price break for these containers would help us and help 
the Postal Service. But, assuming the Postal Regulatory 
Commission accepts this wise proposal, that day is at an 
end. We can now begin again to encourage our printers 
to request the white trays for our mail. NNA would like to 
thank the Postal Service team for its persistence in working 
with us to iron out the best practices for these containers.”

If adopted the new rate would begin January 24, 2021.

The Postal Service also has proposed for 2021 rates that 
the first-class stamp rate will remain unchanged at 55 
cents. The Every Door Direct Mail retail rate will be set 
at 19.2 cents. Within County and Outside County rate 
increases will vary but in total are within the inflation-
based price cap which was 1.45% on the latest reporting 
date in August.

Wesner said that while the rates used by community 
newspapers are complex and the proposal will require 
analysis, the proposal seemed to be directed at 
encouraging efficiency in mail in general.

“For example, the pound rate for Within County mail will be 
unchanged as will several of the piece rates most commonly 
used by our industry. At the piece rate, the proposal asks 
for an additional $.012 for 5-digit Within County mail and 
$.018 for 3-digit mail. The carrier route rates most often 
used by our mailers will be unchanged,” he said.

Wesner said NNA would provide more detailed charts on 
the proposed rates through its Postal and Government 
Relations Committee after analysis has been completed.

“Overall, I think we recognize the Postal Service’s efforts 
to keep newspapers in the mail,” he said. “USPS needs 
money, but the coronavirus pandemic has disabled 
many mailers. USPS is moderating this increase and we 
appreciate the recognition that newspapers need stable 
rates.”

An option for government to help 
local news that maintains editorial 
independence  
Poynter Institute, Oct. 7, 2020 
After the election, it will become clear that we’re facing a 
“1967 moment.” The collapse of local news is so severe 
that Congress will need to pay 
attention, as it did when it passed 
the hugely-consequential Public 
Broadcasting Act of 1967. In fact, 
Members of Congress have already 
begun quietly but urgently working 
on ambitious pieces of legislation 
to help local news.
 
But journalists face a horrible 
dilemma: the crisis in community 
journalism genuinely threatens 
democracy .  Ye t  ask ing  for 
government help seems self-destructive. How can the 
muckrakers ask for money from the muckmakers?
 
For the past five months, representatives of organizations 
representing a wide range of local news publishers and 
advocates have been meeting to try to solve this puzzle as 
part of a pop-up coalition. This week, the Rebuild Local 
News coalition presents the results: an ambitious plan 
for how the government can help save local news without 
endangering editorial independence.
 
The Rebuild Local News coalition consists of a freakishly 
broad range of stakeholders, including the Institute for 
Nonprofit News, the National Newspaper Association 
(which represents weeklies), Local Independent Online 
News, Black publishers, Hispanic publishers, the 
American Journalism Project, The Lenfest Institute, 
community public radio, Solutions Journalism Network, 
Public Knowledge, PEN/America, The GroundTruth 
Project, Report for America, Chalkbeat and the Local 
Media Consortium.
 
The coalition’s plan would dramatically increase the 
number of local reporters — probably more than doubling 
the pool. Yet it would do it without creating a big new 
government agency empowered to parcel out grants.

Read more here:
https://www.poynter.org/locally/2020/how-the-
government-can-help-save-local-news-without-
endangering-its-editorial-independence/
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Mullen - Heroes come in all 
shapes and sizes. They don’t 
wear capes or special suits, 
and their badge of honor is the 
bandage that shows they gave 
the gift of life. 

The community is invited 
to become a hometown hero 
and answer the call of patients 
in need by donating blood on 
Monday, Oct. 12 from 12:00 to 
6:00 p.m. at the Sandhills Com-
munity Bible Church. 

Donating blood is one of the 
simplest things a person can do 
to help save a patient’s life. For 
the hour it takes to give blood, 

The Hooker County Court-
house would like to remind 
the public about the drop box 
outside of the courthouse on 
the north side. 

This marks the fifth year that the Mullen Post Office has promoted the Breast Cancer Research 
Stamp during the month of October for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The 65-cent fundrais-
ing or “semipostal” stamp, is available year-round in sheets of 20 to help raise funds for breast 
cancer research. Each stamp is equal to the First-Class Mail 1-ounce postage rate. The Mullen 
Post Office has seen their sales jump from 50 sheets in October 2016, to 105 in 2017, to 108 in 
2018, to 139 last year. Their goal this October is 150 sheets.

there could be a whole com-
munity of people thankful for 
another birthday given to their 
loved one. 

To make an appointment or 
to learn more, call Nicole Hoff-
mann at 308-546-7016. 

Donors may also download 
the American Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visit redcrossblood.
org or call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767). Comple-
tion of a RapidPass® online 
health history questionnaire is 
encouraged to help speed up 
the donation process. To get 
started, follow the instructions 

at redcrossblood.org/RapidPass 
or use the Blood Donor App. 

A blood donor card or 
driver’s license or two other 
forms of identification are 
required at check-in. Individu-
als who are 17 years of age in 
most states (16 with parental 
consent where allowed by state 
law), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and are in generally good 
health may be eligible to donate 
blood. High school students 
and other donors 18 years of 
age and younger also have to 
meet certain height and weight 
requirements. 

Help the Mullen Post Office reach their goal!

Gerri Peterson

Become a hero - donate blood in Mullen on Monday

You can use it to drop off 
anything that goes to the 
courthouse, such as registra-
tions or tax payments. And 
now during election season 

you can use it to drop off 
your ballot requests or bal-
lots. 

The box is checked every 
Monday-Friday.

Don’t forget the convenience of the courthouse drop box

It seems appropriate that 
National Newspaper Week 
started on Sunday, the day af-
ter the 2020 National Newspa-
per Association Convention. 

Thanks to COVID, the 
location for the convention 
changed from Jacksonville, 
Florida, to our home and of-
fice computers. So like many 
others this year, I got to at-
tend my first virtual event. 

Despite the disappointing 
location change, I still left the 
convention (or, in this case, 
closed out of the last Zoom 
session) on Saturday after-
noon with pages of notes and 
new ideas. 

One session I attended was 
about Instagram. The present-
er talked about how having an 
Instagram account is just one 
more way to get our newspa-
per’s name and information 
out. Your Instagram reach is 
going to be a completely dif-
ferent demographic than your 
Facebook page’s, for example. 

It was a great point and one 
that convinced me that I need 
to start an Instagram page for 
the Tribune - despite my lack 
of Instagram knowledge. That 
is just one of the improve-
ments I hope to make to the 
Tribune in the near future. 

But while a digital presence 
is a great - and necessary - 
tool for newspapers of 2020, 
the information can be flipped 
around and told to the general 
public as well.

Don’t forget to use the 
newspaper to help get YOUR 
information out. 

Put up posters downtown, 
put it on the marquee, post it 
on social media AND put it in 
the newspaper. 

Each one of those are going 
to catch a different demo-
graphic for whatever you’re 
promoting and better yet, 
some people might see the 
information more than once, 
so they will be less likely to 
forget. 

The more information that 
is in the Tribune, the better 
newspaper it is.

While I do often times 
know a lot about things go-
ing on in our community, I 
don’t know everything! So 
please don’t ever hesitate to 
call, email or message me - or 
submit photos or news items 
directly - 308-546-2242 or 
tribune@nebnet.net. 

The Tribune is your com-
munity newspaper. No one 
covers the Mullen and Hooker 
County area better.

Pieces of Me
by Gerri Peterson
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National Newspaper Week: Mullen Hooker Co. Tribune
 

 Please send (PDF) samples of your NNW promotions to share in next weeks’ NPA Bulletin!
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National Newspaper Week: Orchard Antelope Co. News
 

 Please send (PDF) samples of your NNW promotions to share in next weeks’ NPA Bulletin!

OPINIONPAGE 2 - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2020 ANTELOPE COUNTY NEWS

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Sept. 29 80 34 0 
Wednesday, Sept. 30 66 47 0 
Thursday,  Oct. 1 57 36 0 
Friday, Oct. 2 61 31 .25 
Saturday, Oct. 3 58 40 0 
Sunday, Oct. 4 67 33 0
Monday,  Sept. 28 80 45 0 

WEATHER REPORT

THEME: THE 1970s
ACROSS
1. Muscular contraction
6. D.C. mover and shaker
9. “That was close!”
13. Blood circulation organ
14. FEMA provisions, e.g.
15. Not bob, to a boxer
16. Like a whistle?
17. UN labor org.
18. Speck in the ocean
19. *Fallen South Vietnamese 
capital

21. *War movie and Oscar-winner
23. Once around
24. Hippocrates’ promise
25. Ribonucleic acid
28. Bakery unit
30. Foliage vein
35. In fi ne fettle
37. Scoop or skinny
39. Nephew’s sister
40. “Metamorphoses” poet
41. *ABBA’s genre
43. Thailand money
44. Temporarily ban

46. Way to fry
47. Jamie Fraser of “Outlander”
48. *”The Gods Themselves” 
author
50. Romanov ruler
52. Give it a go
53. It prevents objectivity
55. Brewed beverage
57. *First U.S. space station
60. *Mr. Jeff erson
63. Nest for an eagle
64. Between Fla. and Miss.
66. Cold cream brand

68. Does like some coff ee makers
69. Tasseled hat
70. Not snail mail
71. Back talk
72. *Nicklaus’ peg
73. Smartly dressed
DOWN
1. Anatomical pouch
2. Plural of #6 Across
3. ____ 51, Nevada
4. *”____way to Heaven”
5. Feed beet
6. Some have a high tolerance for 

it
7. *1973 ____ crisis
8. *Oliver Sacks’ “Awakenings” 
drug
9. Boll weevil, e.g.
10. Saintly sign
11. Like never-losing Steven
12. Kind of nurse
15. Not outside
20. Egg-shaped
22. Cash dispenser
24. Compensating equivalents
25. *”The Mary Tyler Moore 

Show” spin-off 
26. Center of a church, pl.
27. Defendant’s excuse
29. Black tropical cuckoo
31. “I call fi rst ____!”
32. Undergo a chemical reaction
33. Blood of the Greek gods
34. *First Lady, familiarly
36. Dutch export
38. South American wood sorrels
42. Talk like Demosthenes
45. Paso ____, CA
49. By means of

51. Go back into business
54. Behind a stern
56. Pleasant odor
57. Serum, pl.
58. *Cheryl Ladd on “Charlie’s 
Angels”
59. Golfer’s dread
60. Fixed look
61. Flying biter
62. Blue pencil mark
63. Internet pop-ups
65. *”Enter the Dragon” star
67. *”Rocky” star’s nickname

AMERICA 
NEEDS
JOURNALISTS

Producing original, quality news.
We live in a time when anyone can get online and 
make their thoughts and opinions accessible to 
others. Journalists are committed to accuracy and 
generate news based on the issues and needs 
specific to their communities.

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK • OCTOBER 4-10

This isn’t political. But you 
know that because you read this 
newspaper every week.

You know that when you pick up 
this newspaper you’re going to fi nd 
strong community-driven content, 
whether it’s news or sports. You 
know it’s a NEWSpaper, not an 
OPINIONpaper.

And that’s why America needs 
journalists now more than ever.

You need facts in a time when 
your decisions will help shape the 
future of this country. You need 
accurate information you can trust 
about what is happening right here 
in our communities.

And you want it right now.
Whether you read this 

print edition, go online to 
antelopecountynews.com or 
visit our Facebook, Instagram 
or Twitter pages, you know 
what you’re seeing is from local 
journalists who are committed to 
the accuracy of local news. 

America needs journalists to 
inform the public on issues that 
matter in our communities. Bad 
actors use fake news to not only 
push their agendas, but also to 
divide and create controversy.

America needs journalists to be 
a watchdog and inform the public 
on issues they might not otherwise 
know. Combating government 
secrecy isn’t just utilizing the 
Freedom of Information Act. It’s 
also protecting one’s right to know 
through the publishing of public 
notices in the newspaper. This 
newspaper is a vital tool for the 
public to stay informed and able 
to make decisions on issues that 
impact many lives.

America needs journalists to be 
the fi rst-responder of your rights. 
When your First Amendment 
rights — your freedom of speech — 
is attacked, journalists are the fi rst 

to defend your right to speak on 
the issues at hand. 

America needs journalists 
to document the history of our 
communities. Facebook isn’t 
forever. It’s newspapers that serve 
as the archive for historical events 
in our communities of triumphs 
and tragedies. From the fi rst breath 
taken to the last, both positive and 
negative events are documented 
and archived for longterm access 
via physical and digital means. 
Daily documentation is shaping 
our future by archiving our past. 

Why do we include local 
COVID-19 numbers in every 
publication? Because this is a 
historical document recording an 
unprecedented pandemic. The 
health department’s website may 
not have this information in a 
matter of years, but this newspaper 
will always be accessible and 
searchable.

We need transparency and 
details to make informed decisions 
that will shape the future of our 
communities.

While freedom of speech is 
our right as Americans, the title 
of journalist must be earned. 
America needs journalists now 
more than ever. 

Journalists needed 
now more than ever

One of the most overlooked 
achievements of President 
Trump’s nearly four years in 
offi  ce came recently, when 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain announced that they will 
normalize relations with Israel 
in a deal known as the Abraham 
Accords.

On one level, it is 
understandable that this story got 
lost in the news. The world is still 
fi ghting the greatest pandemic of 
our lifetimes, the West Coast is 
battling wildfi res, and hurricane 
season is aff ecting the Gulf Coast. 

Even so, this is a momentous 
agreement. In the deal, the UAE 
and Bahrain agreed to formally 
establish diplomatic relations 
with Israel. 

This makes them just the third 
and fourth Arab countries to do 
so, after Egypt in 1979 and Jordan 
in 1994.

While this deal doesn’t 
guarantee peace in the Middle 

East, it does represent the end of 
an era of politics in the region. 

Since Israel’s establishment 
after World War II, most other 
countries in the Middle East have 
viewed them as an adversary 
rather than as a potential friend. 

Israel is the world’s only 
Jewish state, and they are the only 
democracy in the Middle East.

The Abraham Accords 
provide many encouraging new 
opportunities for these countries 

to forge new bonds through 
commerce and communication. 
Aside from the establishment 
of normal diplomatic relations, 
the accords will allow for new 
exchanges in tourism, trade, 
fi nance, agriculture, and more. 
Formerly distant neighbors now 
have an exciting chance to grow 
closer and stronger through this 
agreement.

More broadly, this signals 
what could be the beginning of a 
regional shift toward diplomatic 
engagement. We should not 
expect close partnerships to 
form overnight, but establishing 
diplomatic channels to address 
diff erences is a positive step 
forward.

The agreement also shows that 
these three neighbors recognize 
that trade and commerce can lead 
to a more prosperous future for 
their people. 

This helps build a sense of 
optimism about the future of the 

Middle East that has been lacking 
for some time.

More than this, the diplomatic 
and commercial ties this 
agreement brings hold great 
potential for a region that’s 
constantly changing. This 
greater cooperation between U.S. 
partners is especially important 
given Iran’s continued negative 
infl uence.

This agreement is a signifi cant 
achievement. It shows the world 
that the nations of the Middle East 
can coexist and work together 
peacefully.  The Abraham Accords 
are a win for everyone involved, 
and they mark a historic moment 
in the United States’ continued 
eff orts to encourage peaceful 
relations in the region. 

The Accords leave room for 
other nations to follow Bahrain 
and the UAE’s lead. In one of 
the world’s most volatile regions, 
there is great potential for a more 
peaceful Middle East.

CARRIE PITZER
PUBLISHER

New era has begun for the Middle East
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Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Aug. 25 95 73 0 
Wednesday, Aug. 26 93 67 0 
Thursday,  Aug. 27 93 63 0 
Friday, Aug. 28 87 68 0 
Saturday, Aug. 29 79 51 0 
Sunday, Aug. 30 83 55 .02 
Monday,  Aug. 31 75 51 0

August Total: Little over an inch of precipitation.

WEATHER REPORT

There’s never been a more 
important time to fight 
for your right to know. 

THEME: FALL FUN
ACROSS
1. Domenikos Theotokopoulos, 
a.k.a. El _____
6. Org. striving to attain 
“the highest possible level of 
health” for all
9. Faculty member, for short
13. Rekindled
14. Western omelet ingredient
15. Trailblazer Daniel
16. Not a minor
17. Spud bud
18. Nonsense
19. *Colorful autumn attraction
21. *Popular fall decor item, pl.
23. Leave speechless
24. Thailand money
25. Belfry dweller

28. Dwarf buffalo
30. Eccentric one
35. 2nd word in fairytale?
37. Overnight lodgings
39. Marilyn Monroe’s given 
name
40. Between a trot and a gallop
41. *Pressed beverage
43. ____ Blanc
44. Type of saltwater fish
46. Like a broken horse
47. Larger-than-life
48. Sound setup
50. “CliffsNotes,” e.g.
52. Fifth note
53. Genuflecting joint
55. “____ he drove out of 
sight...”
57. *Back to what?

60. *____ weather
64. Cell dweller
65. Tokyo, pre-1868
67. Out of the way
68. Be needy
69. Sticky stuff
70. Conical dwelling
71. Heidi’s shoe
72. Asian capital
73. Move furtively

DOWN
1. Famous Steffi
2. Do over
3. Twelfth month of Jewish 
year
4. Locomotive hair
5. Canadian capital

6. Cry of glee
7. *Wagon “cushion”
8. Last letter, to Homer
9. Standard’s partner
10. Crucifix
11. Change for a five
12. Funny Poehler’s funny 
friend
15. Himalayan kingdom
20. Relating to genes
22. Unit of electrical resistance
24. Boo-boo wrap
25. *Next spring’s flowers
26. To the left, on a boat
27. Safari hat
29. Fonzie: “Sit ____ ____!”
31. Top of the Capitol
32. *Fall bounty
33. Prenatal test, for short

34. *Pumpkin garden
36. Not far
38. Big rig
42. Stitch again
45. Vietnam river
49. Lennon’s widow
51. *Celebrant’s bagful
54. Lament for the dead
56. Artist’s tripod
57. Exchange for money
58. Greek muse of history
59. Before Kong
60. Any time now
61. #70 Across, alt. sp.
62. Biblical paradise
63. Stink to high heaven
64. Broadband access overseer
66. Unidentified John

Deb Fischer
U.s. senator

Above all, Nebraska is a community. After 
2019’s historic flooding, we didn’t simply cut 
our losses and move on. 

Instead, the best 
among us inspired the 
nation by looking out 
for those who were hit 
hardest and helping 
them get back on their 
feet.

We have since 
come back, proving 
that not even an 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
natural disaster can 
keep us down forever. 

And nearly six months after the first COVID-19 
shutdowns began, we are on the road back to 
recovery yet again. While we still have further 
to go, I have been proud to see people across 
our state bring the same resilient attitude to 
this new challenge.

 Many signs point to a recovery in the near 
future: The month of July saw Nebraska’s 
unemployment rate return to under five 
percent, and a recent decline in new cases of 
the virus will hopefully allow more business 
to reopen. Whether this comes this year or in 
2021, I know we will bounce back.

 Crucial to this recovery will be economic 

investment in lower-income areas. The 
Opportunity Zone program, which was created 
through the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, is 
a great option for promoting investment in 
these communities.

 Opportunity Zones incentivize private 
investment in areas that are considered 
underdeveloped or underserved. This 
bipartisan idea was first proposed by Senators 
Tim Scott and Cory Booker, and since the first 
Opportunity Zones were officially designated 
in April 2018, about $75 billion in investment 
has poured into these communities. The 
White House’s Council of Economic Advisers 
estimates that without this program, more 
than two-thirds of these funds would not have 
been invested at all.

 There are over 8,000 Opportunity Zones 
across all 50 states, and Nebraska is home 
to 44 of them. Forty-two of these 44 are in 
counties that declared a state of emergency 
during 2019’s flooding, underscoring even 
further how important they are to areas that 
have faced the brunt of natural disasters.

 We are seeing significant Opportunity Zone 
activity in multiple areas, but especially in 
the Lincoln region. The Nebraska Innovation 
Campus, which is on the site of the old 
Nebraska State Fair Grounds, is just one 
place where development has been made 

possible through this program. I hope these 
investments will continue for years to come.

 Additionally, there is other good news for 
Nebraska’s economy in the form of COVID-19 
relief. The Department of Commerce’s 
Economic Development Administration 
announced that it had granted $3.8 million 
in CARES Act funds to help Nebraska recover 
from COVID-19. The money will go to several 
local economic development organizations, 
and it will be used to support the needs of 
the workforce in several parts of the state. 
These funds will also increase access to online 
commerce and help to boost the economy of 
these local communities.

 This is a critical investment in the Heartland. 
Nearly half of these funds will directly benefit 
small businesses, which employ nearly half of 
Nebraskans and whose success is good for us 
all.

 These are two different kinds of investment 
in our state, but they will both help us get 
back to where we were before this pandemic. 
With the help of Opportunity Zones and more 
CARES Act funding for Nebraska, I have no 
doubt that we will come out even stronger on 
the other side.

 Thank you for participating in the 
democratic process. I look forward to visiting 
with you again next week.

Signs show we will bounce back

Carrie Pitzer
Publisher
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Wade Pitzer
Ad Director

& Owner
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 “What really inspired me was the wall 
pictures that showed the cloud of ash that 
formed when a volcano in Idaho erupted and 
floated over Nebraska,” Beau said. “The little 
animals died first at the watering hole because 
their lungs weren’t as big. The bigger animals, 
like the rhinos and camels died in 10-foot ash.”

Each students explained what happened 
at Ashfall as they described their projects, 
showing how much they learned about them.

“The projects are a great way to express 
themselves rather than just on paper and 
pencil,” Eickholt said. “The creativity and 

imaginations always make it interesting to see 
how they view things as compared to how we 
view things.”

Brooklyn Coover said she was excited about 
the project because she couldn’t wait to build 
the bones from the clay and then sprinkle them 
with moon clay. Like several others, she liked 
the larger animals most.

“I think Ashfall Fossil Beds is cool because it 
has so many different fossils,” she said. “I loved 
seeing the rhino fossils.”

Stockton Shabram said he enjoyed  learning 
about the fossils and making the project with 
his parents. 

“It sounded like a fun project,” Stockton said. 
“We went in third grade, and I liked it because 
of the fossils. I liked to look at our history.”

Metschke said she encourages the families to 
work together on the projects from the creative 
part to the family heritage aspect. The process, 
she said, helps the stories be carried down to 
younger generations.

“I like that it brings families together,” 
Metschke said. “They may have seen these 
items sitting on their shelves and never taken 
the time to talk about them. This is a great time 
to bring that all together for them to learn about 
their own family.”

as mine.”
Coriann said her daughter is the 

only one she knows with the rare 
birthday too.

February 29 was added to 
calendars in 1582 as a corrective 
measure because the Earth does 
not orbit the sun in exactly 365 
days. It actually takes 5 hours, 48 
minutes and 45 seconds longer 
than 365 days. As a result, Pope 
Gregory XIII added leap years 
for every year divisible by four — 
and century years must also be 
divisible by 400. So, 2000 was a 
leap year, but 1900 was not.

This is all a little too much for 
an 8-year-old to grasp, but Raquel 
is starting to understand a little 
more about her Leap Day birthday 
now that she’s a second grader at 
Neligh-Oakdale.

“When my teacher (Mrs. Beth 
Funk) was talking about there 
being another day in February 
this year and she said, ‘Leap Year,’ 
everybody just stared at me,” she 
said.

Raquel said her classmates 
know about her birthday, but don’t 
tease her like her older brothers 
though. “They are nice and kind,” 
she said.

In non-leap years, Coriann 

said they often celebrate Raquel’s 
birthday early.

“We had to think about her 
birthdays if we were going to 
celebrate on Feb. 28 or March 1, so 
that was a big discussion, what we 
were going to do,” she said. “We 
usually celebrate on the 28th.”

Coriann said they try to do 
something extra special for 
Raquel’s birthday when it actually 
falls on Feb. 29.

“For her fourth birthday, 
Raquel, Ayla and I went and got 
pedicures,” she said.

This year, Raquel got some 
extra special spoiling because they 
celebrated at her grandpa and 

grandma’s house. 
Her grandparents, Gregg and 

Diane Reikofski of rural Tilden, 
let her choose what she wanted for 
supper. Raquel picked hamburgers 
and hotdogs, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, French fries and angel food 
birthday cake made by grandma.

She got a new pair of tennis 
shoes from grandpa and grandma, 
a caboodle with hair chalk, hair 
brush and scrunchies from mom 
and a slime-making kit from dad.

Raquel said it was a great day. 
“Every year I call it my real 

birthday, but this year it’s my 
special birthday,” she said.

In exchange for his no contest plea, Antelope 
County Attorney Joe Abler agreed not to file 
additional charges against Carstens in the case, 
and to recommend no more than 20 years of 
incarceration at the time of sentencing.  

He previously pleaded not guilty to the 
felony charge which could carry up to 50 years 
in prison. 

A presentence investigation was ordered and 
his sentencing was set for April 29. Carstens 
is being represented by a court-appointed 
attorney, Pat Carney. His bond was continued 
at 10 percent of $500,000. 

Carstens allegedly committed the crime after 
becoming frustrated when the baby wouldn’t 
stop crying, according to court records. 

According to the arrest affidavit, he told the 
investigator that he “was tossing (the baby) in 
the air and her head hit the ceiling.”

“Christofer Carstens also advised that he 
became frustrated that (the baby) would not 
stop crying and was holding (the baby) with his 
hands underneath her arm pits and shook her,” 
the document said.

According to the affidavit, the Antelope 
County Sheriff’s Department received a 911 
call from the baby’s grandfather, Stephen 

Barrington, at 708 5th St. in Oakdale on May 
25. The report said Barrington told dispatchers 
that his 6-week-old granddaughter was having 
seizures. 

She was taken by ambulance to Antelope 
Memorial Hospital where Dr. Kelli Osborn 
ordered X-rays, Sheriff Bob Moore’s report 
stated.

“Dr. Osborne advised that the baby had 
broken ribs, a broken clavicle, a broken arm 
(humerus) and a skull fracture with a serious 
brain bleed,” he wrote.

Due to the ongoing investigation of the case, 
the baby was placed in the custody of Nebraska 
Health and Human Services. 

In Wednesday’s other district court cases:
Cody Randall was sentenced on one count 

of possession of a controlled substance-
methamphetamine, a class IV felony. The judge 
sentenced Randall to 18 months in Nebraska 
Department Correction and ordered him to pay 
$142 in court costs. He was given credit for 37 
days previously served.

Gregory Everett was sentenced on attempted 
possession of a controlled substance, a class IV 
felony and possession of drug paraphernalia, 
an infraction. Everett was ordered to pay a 
$1,000 fine on count one, $100 fine on count 

two and $162 in court costs.
Joey Crooker was sentenced on third degree 

sexual assault, a class I misdemeanor. The judge 
ordered him to serve 245 days in the Antelope 
County Jail; however, he was given 129 credit 
for days previously served. Crooker was also 
ordered to pay a $1,000 fine and $148 in court 
costs. He is also required to register with the 
Nebraska Sex Offender Registry within three 
days of his release from jail.

Dennis Wilson pleaded not guilty to one 
count of possession of a controlled substance-
methamphetamine, a class IV felony. His bond 
was continued at 10 percent of $2,500 and his 
pretrial conference was set for March 25.

Brennon Coleman pleaded not guilty to three 
counts: third degree domestic assault-2nd 
offense, a class 3A felony; false imprisonment-
first degree, class III felony; and disturbing the 
peace, a class III misdemeanor. His pretrial 
conference was set for March 25.

Travis Mace was sentenced on a probation 
violation, which originated with a charge of 
theft by deception, a class I misdemeanor. 
Mace was sentenced to 245 days in the Antelope 
County Jail and was given credit for 131 days 
previously served. He was also ordered to pay 
$211.63 in court costs.
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understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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Resigns

family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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ANTELOPE COUNTY COURT LIST
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 
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News
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 
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No Contest

Antelope County Court 
James Kelly, 42, Enderlin, 

N.D., Overweight capacity 
plates and two counts of 
overweight single axle, $50 fine, 
$75 fine, $75 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Pfeiffer.

Julia Crosson, 44, Wright 
City, Mo., Speeding 82 in a 
65, $125 fine, $49 court costs, 
Officer Detlefsen.

Nayeli Rodriguez-Jacobo, 22, 
Failure to use child passenger 

restraint, $25 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Wiggins.

Juan Saldana, 26, Weslaco, 
Texas, Speeding 80 in a 65 and 
No operator’s license, $75 fine, 
$75 fine, $49 court costs, Officer 
Viterna.

Kevin Alexander, 59, 
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa, Speeding 
80 in a 65, $75 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Shaver.
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Leapling

15 years in prison.
“This is a hard 15,” the judge 

told him. “That means you are not 
eligible for parole for at least the 
first 15 years.”

If convicted, Judge Johnson said 
Stuckwisch would also be required 
to report under the Nebraskan Sex 

Offender Registration Act. 
He is being held at the Antelope 

County Jail, pending posting of 
bond, which has been set at 10 
percent of $5 million and must be 
posted in open court. Stuckwisch 
was also ordered to have no 
contact — direct or indirect — with 
the alleged victims.

- Continued From Page  1

Assault
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Digging

understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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Antelope County Court lISt
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 

Last week nine members of the 
Clearwater/Orchard SkillsUSA 
Chapter attended the Middle 
School Conference held in Grand 
Island, along with two of their 
sponsors, Mrs. Selting and Mrs. 
Williamson.  

The students competed in a 
variety of events, including Team 
Engineering, Metric 500, Applied 
Math, Job Skill Demonstration, 
and Prepared Speech. The 
Clearwater/Orchard Chapter 
had four students place in the 
top 3 of three different contests.  

Congratulations to Keaton Thiele 
and Logan Kester, who tied 
for 3rd in Applied Math, Sydni 
McConnell, who placed 2nd in 
Prepared Speech, and Carlee 
Livingston, who placed 1st in Job 
Skill Demonstration Open. 

Carlee is qualified to participate 
at the State Leadership Conference 
in Grand Island April 2-4, which is 
a national competition qualifier.  
Nationals will be held once again 
in Louisville, KY June 22-26, 
2020.   

Middle schoolers attend 
Skills USA conference

COURTESY PHOTO
Students from Clearwater and Orchard who attended a recent middle 
school Skills USA Conference were (front row) Logan Kester, Keaton 
Thiele, Carlee Livingston, and Sydni McConnell, (back row) Kelton 
Bruhn, Raina Krebs, Lenora Kester, Ashley Melcher and Logan Thomson.

The 2019-2020 Read Across 
America Night will be held at 
Neligh-Oakdale on March 10 in 
the High School Gym from 5:30-
6:30. This year’s committee is very 
excited about this event.  We are 
inviting everyone to a book tasting 
event at the Neligh-Oakdale 
Reading Café.

 Each teacher (or Grade Level) 
has chosen a theme to have for 
“tasting” at their table. Some 
themes for the event include:  
“How to Eat Fried Worms”, “Dog 
Man”, “Stone Soup” and “Curious 
George”.  Students will be given 

a book tasting menu when they 
arrive to take around to the tables 
for the book tasting. The menu 
will have students complete a 
certain amount of questions/
small activities about the theme 
at the tables. When they menu is 
complete they will go back to the 
front table to receive their coupon 
for a free book.

 Please contact this year’s 
committee members, Tracey 
Richart, Jennifer Korus, Susie 
Loofe, Kristen Strom, or Lisa 
Hanson if you have questions.

Neligh-Oakdale to host 
Read Across America
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Marketing
Advertising
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 “What really inspired me was the wall 
pictures that showed the cloud of ash that 
formed when a volcano in Idaho erupted and 
floated over Nebraska,” Beau said. “The little 
animals died first at the watering hole because 
their lungs weren’t as big. The bigger animals, 
like the rhinos and camels died in 10-foot ash.”

Each students explained what happened 
at Ashfall as they described their projects, 
showing how much they learned about them.

“The projects are a great way to express 
themselves rather than just on paper and 
pencil,” Eickholt said. “The creativity and 

imaginations always make it interesting to see 
how they view things as compared to how we 
view things.”

Brooklyn Coover said she was excited about 
the project because she couldn’t wait to build 
the bones from the clay and then sprinkle them 
with moon clay. Like several others, she liked 
the larger animals most.

“I think Ashfall Fossil Beds is cool because it 
has so many different fossils,” she said. “I loved 
seeing the rhino fossils.”

Stockton Shabram said he enjoyed  learning 
about the fossils and making the project with 
his parents. 

“It sounded like a fun project,” Stockton said. 
“We went in third grade, and I liked it because 
of the fossils. I liked to look at our history.”

Metschke said she encourages the families to 
work together on the projects from the creative 
part to the family heritage aspect. The process, 
she said, helps the stories be carried down to 
younger generations.

“I like that it brings families together,” 
Metschke said. “They may have seen these 
items sitting on their shelves and never taken 
the time to talk about them. This is a great time 
to bring that all together for them to learn about 
their own family.”

as mine.”
Coriann said her daughter is the 

only one she knows with the rare 
birthday too.

February 29 was added to 
calendars in 1582 as a corrective 
measure because the Earth does 
not orbit the sun in exactly 365 
days. It actually takes 5 hours, 48 
minutes and 45 seconds longer 
than 365 days. As a result, Pope 
Gregory XIII added leap years 
for every year divisible by four — 
and century years must also be 
divisible by 400. So, 2000 was a 
leap year, but 1900 was not.

This is all a little too much for 
an 8-year-old to grasp, but Raquel 
is starting to understand a little 
more about her Leap Day birthday 
now that she’s a second grader at 
Neligh-Oakdale.

“When my teacher (Mrs. Beth 
Funk) was talking about there 
being another day in February 
this year and she said, ‘Leap Year,’ 
everybody just stared at me,” she 
said.

Raquel said her classmates 
know about her birthday, but don’t 
tease her like her older brothers 
though. “They are nice and kind,” 
she said.

In non-leap years, Coriann 

said they often celebrate Raquel’s 
birthday early.

“We had to think about her 
birthdays if we were going to 
celebrate on Feb. 28 or March 1, so 
that was a big discussion, what we 
were going to do,” she said. “We 
usually celebrate on the 28th.”

Coriann said they try to do 
something extra special for 
Raquel’s birthday when it actually 
falls on Feb. 29.

“For her fourth birthday, 
Raquel, Ayla and I went and got 
pedicures,” she said.

This year, Raquel got some 
extra special spoiling because they 
celebrated at her grandpa and 

grandma’s house. 
Her grandparents, Gregg and 

Diane Reikofski of rural Tilden, 
let her choose what she wanted for 
supper. Raquel picked hamburgers 
and hotdogs, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, French fries and angel food 
birthday cake made by grandma.

She got a new pair of tennis 
shoes from grandpa and grandma, 
a caboodle with hair chalk, hair 
brush and scrunchies from mom 
and a slime-making kit from dad.

Raquel said it was a great day. 
“Every year I call it my real 

birthday, but this year it’s my 
special birthday,” she said.

In exchange for his no contest plea, Antelope 
County Attorney Joe Abler agreed not to file 
additional charges against Carstens in the case, 
and to recommend no more than 20 years of 
incarceration at the time of sentencing.  

He previously pleaded not guilty to the 
felony charge which could carry up to 50 years 
in prison. 

A presentence investigation was ordered and 
his sentencing was set for April 29. Carstens 
is being represented by a court-appointed 
attorney, Pat Carney. His bond was continued 
at 10 percent of $500,000. 

Carstens allegedly committed the crime after 
becoming frustrated when the baby wouldn’t 
stop crying, according to court records. 

According to the arrest affidavit, he told the 
investigator that he “was tossing (the baby) in 
the air and her head hit the ceiling.”

“Christofer Carstens also advised that he 
became frustrated that (the baby) would not 
stop crying and was holding (the baby) with his 
hands underneath her arm pits and shook her,” 
the document said.

According to the affidavit, the Antelope 
County Sheriff’s Department received a 911 
call from the baby’s grandfather, Stephen 

Barrington, at 708 5th St. in Oakdale on May 
25. The report said Barrington told dispatchers 
that his 6-week-old granddaughter was having 
seizures. 

She was taken by ambulance to Antelope 
Memorial Hospital where Dr. Kelli Osborn 
ordered X-rays, Sheriff Bob Moore’s report 
stated.

“Dr. Osborne advised that the baby had 
broken ribs, a broken clavicle, a broken arm 
(humerus) and a skull fracture with a serious 
brain bleed,” he wrote.

Due to the ongoing investigation of the case, 
the baby was placed in the custody of Nebraska 
Health and Human Services. 

In Wednesday’s other district court cases:
Cody Randall was sentenced on one count 

of possession of a controlled substance-
methamphetamine, a class IV felony. The judge 
sentenced Randall to 18 months in Nebraska 
Department Correction and ordered him to pay 
$142 in court costs. He was given credit for 37 
days previously served.

Gregory Everett was sentenced on attempted 
possession of a controlled substance, a class IV 
felony and possession of drug paraphernalia, 
an infraction. Everett was ordered to pay a 
$1,000 fine on count one, $100 fine on count 

two and $162 in court costs.
Joey Crooker was sentenced on third degree 

sexual assault, a class I misdemeanor. The judge 
ordered him to serve 245 days in the Antelope 
County Jail; however, he was given 129 credit 
for days previously served. Crooker was also 
ordered to pay a $1,000 fine and $148 in court 
costs. He is also required to register with the 
Nebraska Sex Offender Registry within three 
days of his release from jail.

Dennis Wilson pleaded not guilty to one 
count of possession of a controlled substance-
methamphetamine, a class IV felony. His bond 
was continued at 10 percent of $2,500 and his 
pretrial conference was set for March 25.

Brennon Coleman pleaded not guilty to three 
counts: third degree domestic assault-2nd 
offense, a class 3A felony; false imprisonment-
first degree, class III felony; and disturbing the 
peace, a class III misdemeanor. His pretrial 
conference was set for March 25.

Travis Mace was sentenced on a probation 
violation, which originated with a charge of 
theft by deception, a class I misdemeanor. 
Mace was sentenced to 245 days in the Antelope 
County Jail and was given credit for 131 days 
previously served. He was also ordered to pay 
$211.63 in court costs.
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understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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Resigns

family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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ANTELOPE COUNTY COURT LIST
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 
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No Contest

Antelope County Court 
James Kelly, 42, Enderlin, 

N.D., Overweight capacity 
plates and two counts of 
overweight single axle, $50 fine, 
$75 fine, $75 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Pfeiffer.

Julia Crosson, 44, Wright 
City, Mo., Speeding 82 in a 
65, $125 fine, $49 court costs, 
Officer Detlefsen.

Nayeli Rodriguez-Jacobo, 22, 
Failure to use child passenger 

restraint, $25 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Wiggins.

Juan Saldana, 26, Weslaco, 
Texas, Speeding 80 in a 65 and 
No operator’s license, $75 fine, 
$75 fine, $49 court costs, Officer 
Viterna.

Kevin Alexander, 59, 
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa, Speeding 
80 in a 65, $75 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Shaver.

- Continued From Page  1

Leapling

15 years in prison.
“This is a hard 15,” the judge 

told him. “That means you are not 
eligible for parole for at least the 
first 15 years.”

If convicted, Judge Johnson said 
Stuckwisch would also be required 
to report under the Nebraskan Sex 

Offender Registration Act. 
He is being held at the Antelope 

County Jail, pending posting of 
bond, which has been set at 10 
percent of $5 million and must be 
posted in open court. Stuckwisch 
was also ordered to have no 
contact — direct or indirect — with 
the alleged victims.

- Continued From Page  1

Assault
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Digging

understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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Resigns

family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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Antelope County Court lISt
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 

Last week nine members of the 
Clearwater/Orchard SkillsUSA 
Chapter attended the Middle 
School Conference held in Grand 
Island, along with two of their 
sponsors, Mrs. Selting and Mrs. 
Williamson.  

The students competed in a 
variety of events, including Team 
Engineering, Metric 500, Applied 
Math, Job Skill Demonstration, 
and Prepared Speech. The 
Clearwater/Orchard Chapter 
had four students place in the 
top 3 of three different contests.  

Congratulations to Keaton Thiele 
and Logan Kester, who tied 
for 3rd in Applied Math, Sydni 
McConnell, who placed 2nd in 
Prepared Speech, and Carlee 
Livingston, who placed 1st in Job 
Skill Demonstration Open. 

Carlee is qualified to participate 
at the State Leadership Conference 
in Grand Island April 2-4, which is 
a national competition qualifier.  
Nationals will be held once again 
in Louisville, KY June 22-26, 
2020.   

Middle schoolers attend 
Skills USA conference

COURTESY PHOTO
Students from Clearwater and Orchard who attended a recent middle 
school Skills USA Conference were (front row) Logan Kester, Keaton 
Thiele, Carlee Livingston, and Sydni McConnell, (back row) Kelton 
Bruhn, Raina Krebs, Lenora Kester, Ashley Melcher and Logan Thomson.

The 2019-2020 Read Across 
America Night will be held at 
Neligh-Oakdale on March 10 in 
the High School Gym from 5:30-
6:30. This year’s committee is very 
excited about this event.  We are 
inviting everyone to a book tasting 
event at the Neligh-Oakdale 
Reading Café.

 Each teacher (or Grade Level) 
has chosen a theme to have for 
“tasting” at their table. Some 
themes for the event include:  
“How to Eat Fried Worms”, “Dog 
Man”, “Stone Soup” and “Curious 
George”.  Students will be given 

a book tasting menu when they 
arrive to take around to the tables 
for the book tasting. The menu 
will have students complete a 
certain amount of questions/
small activities about the theme 
at the tables. When they menu is 
complete they will go back to the 
front table to receive their coupon 
for a free book.

 Please contact this year’s 
committee members, Tracey 
Richart, Jennifer Korus, Susie 
Loofe, Kristen Strom, or Lisa 
Hanson if you have questions.

Neligh-Oakdale to host 
Read Across America

 “What really inspired me was the wall 
pictures that showed the cloud of ash that 
formed when a volcano in Idaho erupted and 
floated over Nebraska,” Beau said. “The little 
animals died first at the watering hole because 
their lungs weren’t as big. The bigger animals, 
like the rhinos and camels died in 10-foot ash.”

Each students explained what happened 
at Ashfall as they described their projects, 
showing how much they learned about them.

“The projects are a great way to express 
themselves rather than just on paper and 
pencil,” Eickholt said. “The creativity and 

imaginations always make it interesting to see 
how they view things as compared to how we 
view things.”

Brooklyn Coover said she was excited about 
the project because she couldn’t wait to build 
the bones from the clay and then sprinkle them 
with moon clay. Like several others, she liked 
the larger animals most.

“I think Ashfall Fossil Beds is cool because it 
has so many different fossils,” she said. “I loved 
seeing the rhino fossils.”

Stockton Shabram said he enjoyed  learning 
about the fossils and making the project with 
his parents. 

“It sounded like a fun project,” Stockton said. 
“We went in third grade, and I liked it because 
of the fossils. I liked to look at our history.”

Metschke said she encourages the families to 
work together on the projects from the creative 
part to the family heritage aspect. The process, 
she said, helps the stories be carried down to 
younger generations.

“I like that it brings families together,” 
Metschke said. “They may have seen these 
items sitting on their shelves and never taken 
the time to talk about them. This is a great time 
to bring that all together for them to learn about 
their own family.”

as mine.”
Coriann said her daughter is the 

only one she knows with the rare 
birthday too.

February 29 was added to 
calendars in 1582 as a corrective 
measure because the Earth does 
not orbit the sun in exactly 365 
days. It actually takes 5 hours, 48 
minutes and 45 seconds longer 
than 365 days. As a result, Pope 
Gregory XIII added leap years 
for every year divisible by four — 
and century years must also be 
divisible by 400. So, 2000 was a 
leap year, but 1900 was not.

This is all a little too much for 
an 8-year-old to grasp, but Raquel 
is starting to understand a little 
more about her Leap Day birthday 
now that she’s a second grader at 
Neligh-Oakdale.

“When my teacher (Mrs. Beth 
Funk) was talking about there 
being another day in February 
this year and she said, ‘Leap Year,’ 
everybody just stared at me,” she 
said.

Raquel said her classmates 
know about her birthday, but don’t 
tease her like her older brothers 
though. “They are nice and kind,” 
she said.

In non-leap years, Coriann 

said they often celebrate Raquel’s 
birthday early.

“We had to think about her 
birthdays if we were going to 
celebrate on Feb. 28 or March 1, so 
that was a big discussion, what we 
were going to do,” she said. “We 
usually celebrate on the 28th.”

Coriann said they try to do 
something extra special for 
Raquel’s birthday when it actually 
falls on Feb. 29.

“For her fourth birthday, 
Raquel, Ayla and I went and got 
pedicures,” she said.

This year, Raquel got some 
extra special spoiling because they 
celebrated at her grandpa and 

grandma’s house. 
Her grandparents, Gregg and 

Diane Reikofski of rural Tilden, 
let her choose what she wanted for 
supper. Raquel picked hamburgers 
and hotdogs, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, French fries and angel food 
birthday cake made by grandma.

She got a new pair of tennis 
shoes from grandpa and grandma, 
a caboodle with hair chalk, hair 
brush and scrunchies from mom 
and a slime-making kit from dad.

Raquel said it was a great day. 
“Every year I call it my real 

birthday, but this year it’s my 
special birthday,” she said.

In exchange for his no contest plea, Antelope 
County Attorney Joe Abler agreed not to file 
additional charges against Carstens in the case, 
and to recommend no more than 20 years of 
incarceration at the time of sentencing.  

He previously pleaded not guilty to the 
felony charge which could carry up to 50 years 
in prison. 

A presentence investigation was ordered and 
his sentencing was set for April 29. Carstens 
is being represented by a court-appointed 
attorney, Pat Carney. His bond was continued 
at 10 percent of $500,000. 

Carstens allegedly committed the crime after 
becoming frustrated when the baby wouldn’t 
stop crying, according to court records. 

According to the arrest affidavit, he told the 
investigator that he “was tossing (the baby) in 
the air and her head hit the ceiling.”

“Christofer Carstens also advised that he 
became frustrated that (the baby) would not 
stop crying and was holding (the baby) with his 
hands underneath her arm pits and shook her,” 
the document said.

According to the affidavit, the Antelope 
County Sheriff’s Department received a 911 
call from the baby’s grandfather, Stephen 

Barrington, at 708 5th St. in Oakdale on May 
25. The report said Barrington told dispatchers 
that his 6-week-old granddaughter was having 
seizures. 

She was taken by ambulance to Antelope 
Memorial Hospital where Dr. Kelli Osborn 
ordered X-rays, Sheriff Bob Moore’s report 
stated.

“Dr. Osborne advised that the baby had 
broken ribs, a broken clavicle, a broken arm 
(humerus) and a skull fracture with a serious 
brain bleed,” he wrote.

Due to the ongoing investigation of the case, 
the baby was placed in the custody of Nebraska 
Health and Human Services. 

In Wednesday’s other district court cases:
Cody Randall was sentenced on one count 

of possession of a controlled substance-
methamphetamine, a class IV felony. The judge 
sentenced Randall to 18 months in Nebraska 
Department Correction and ordered him to pay 
$142 in court costs. He was given credit for 37 
days previously served.

Gregory Everett was sentenced on attempted 
possession of a controlled substance, a class IV 
felony and possession of drug paraphernalia, 
an infraction. Everett was ordered to pay a 
$1,000 fine on count one, $100 fine on count 

two and $162 in court costs.
Joey Crooker was sentenced on third degree 

sexual assault, a class I misdemeanor. The judge 
ordered him to serve 245 days in the Antelope 
County Jail; however, he was given 129 credit 
for days previously served. Crooker was also 
ordered to pay a $1,000 fine and $148 in court 
costs. He is also required to register with the 
Nebraska Sex Offender Registry within three 
days of his release from jail.

Dennis Wilson pleaded not guilty to one 
count of possession of a controlled substance-
methamphetamine, a class IV felony. His bond 
was continued at 10 percent of $2,500 and his 
pretrial conference was set for March 25.

Brennon Coleman pleaded not guilty to three 
counts: third degree domestic assault-2nd 
offense, a class 3A felony; false imprisonment-
first degree, class III felony; and disturbing the 
peace, a class III misdemeanor. His pretrial 
conference was set for March 25.

Travis Mace was sentenced on a probation 
violation, which originated with a charge of 
theft by deception, a class I misdemeanor. 
Mace was sentenced to 245 days in the Antelope 
County Jail and was given credit for 131 days 
previously served. He was also ordered to pay 
$211.63 in court costs.
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understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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ANTELOPE COUNTY COURT LIST
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 
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No Contest

Antelope County Court 
James Kelly, 42, Enderlin, 

N.D., Overweight capacity 
plates and two counts of 
overweight single axle, $50 fine, 
$75 fine, $75 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Pfeiffer.

Julia Crosson, 44, Wright 
City, Mo., Speeding 82 in a 
65, $125 fine, $49 court costs, 
Officer Detlefsen.

Nayeli Rodriguez-Jacobo, 22, 
Failure to use child passenger 

restraint, $25 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Wiggins.

Juan Saldana, 26, Weslaco, 
Texas, Speeding 80 in a 65 and 
No operator’s license, $75 fine, 
$75 fine, $49 court costs, Officer 
Viterna.

Kevin Alexander, 59, 
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa, Speeding 
80 in a 65, $75 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Shaver.

- Continued From Page  1

Leapling

15 years in prison.
“This is a hard 15,” the judge 

told him. “That means you are not 
eligible for parole for at least the 
first 15 years.”

If convicted, Judge Johnson said 
Stuckwisch would also be required 
to report under the Nebraskan Sex 

Offender Registration Act. 
He is being held at the Antelope 

County Jail, pending posting of 
bond, which has been set at 10 
percent of $5 million and must be 
posted in open court. Stuckwisch 
was also ordered to have no 
contact — direct or indirect — with 
the alleged victims.

- Continued From Page  1
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Digging

understanding,” he wrote to the 
board. “You have been a pleasure 
to work with.”

Commissioner Charlie Henery 
thanked Dittrich for his years of 

service to the county.
The county will soon begin 

advertising the open position and 
Aaron Boggs of Creighton will 
assume Dittrich’s duties until the 
position is fi lled.

case, fi led a notice of appeal to 
the Nebraska Supreme Court, as 
well as an application to proceed 
“In forma pauperis,” which means 
he would like to proceed in court 
without payment of the usual fees 
associated with a lawsuit or appeal. 

“Once you fi led the appeal to 
the supreme court, this court loses 
jurisdiction to do anything more 
on your case, other than rule on 
your motion to proceed In forma 
pauperis,” Judge Taylor told him.

She asked if he intended for the 
appeal to be fi led on Jan. 29, the 
date it was received in Antelope 
County.

“Yeah, I was reading in the 
appeals PDF for Nebraska that 
you’re supposed to start the 
appeals, you can even start the 
appeals before your trial, so that’s 
what I read from Nebraska’s PDF 
of appeals court,” Hill stated.

The judge informed him that, 
once the appeal has been fi led, she 
cannot sentence him. She again 
asked him to clarify if he wished 
for the appeal to be fi led on that 
date. 

Yeah, that’s fi ne if it was 
received on the 29th,” Hill said. 
“The appeals court is basically 
just for wrongs in the procedure 
and there were a lot of wrong in 
the procedure, so that’s what I’m 
trying to appeal.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he 
was asking for the appeal to go 
directly to the supreme court, to 

which he replied, “Yeah.”
“Then I’m going to fi nd that 

your application to proceed In 
forma pauperis is denied because 
the appeal is frivolous, you’re 
not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to 
the Supreme Court,” she said. “We 
have to go to the district court and 
then on up.”

The judge said the county court 
doesn’t have jurisdiction for the 
rest of his case. She informed 
Hill that he has 30 days to come 
up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the 
Supreme Court, it will come back 
here and the court will either direct 
me to dismiss your county court 
case or proceed, so we’ll have to 
wait until we get that decision,” 
she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill 
asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything 
except deny to have the county pay 
for the fi ling fees for your frivolous 
appeal,” Judge Taylor said. “That’s 
all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he 
is “a state citizen of the Republic 
of Nebraska,” not a resident of 
the State of Nebraska, so he is not 
required to register his vehicle or 
obtain a license. He walked out 
during the trial testimony by the 
ticketing offi  cer, Antelope County 
Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill was later 
found guilty by the judge and sent 
a notice to appear for sentencing.

happiness to be doing this for someone.”
The tears continued to fl ow until 

she was fi nally subdued by the general 
anesthesia. Blanketed with drowsiness, 
she went under.

 Autumn, a 20-year-old college student 
from Antelope County, donated her bone 
marrow to a cancer patient last month 
after she was found to be a perfect match.

Be The Match
 It all started in the fall of 2017 when 

she signed up for the bone marrow registry 
during her freshman year at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney. 

 Autumn and her boyfriend Trenton 
Cadwallader had just eaten in the cafeteria 
at the UNK Nebraska Student Union when 
they were approached by representatives 
from Be The Match, a registry operated by 
the National Marrow Donor Program. At 
fi rst, the couple was reluctant to sign up.

 “My boyfriend and I were kind of 
hesitant at fi rst because he’s a student-
athlete, so he really couldn’t do it if 
he got chosen,” she said. “And I was a 
little nervous about it because I wasn’t 
educated on the bone marrow procedure 
or anything like that.”

 Autumn and Trenton, who runs track 
and cross country at UNK, learned a little 
more about the program and decided to 
register. 

 “They told us it’s super rare to be 
picked, we’ll just have you on here in case, 
all you have to do is swab your mouth. It’s 
not a big deal,” she said. “So my boyfriend 
and I were like, ‘Okay, fi ne, we’ll do it.’ 
So we swabbed our mouth and gave it to 
them. And that was it — for about three 
years.”

 Over the years, Autumn didn’t think 
much about it. Promotional emails from Be 
The Match were her only reminder of that 
day. Occasionally she would get an email 
making sure her contact information was 
still correct. The fi rst week of December 
2019, that all changed.  

Now a junior at UNK, studying criminal 
justice with a minor in psychology, 
Autumn said she got a phone call from “a 
weird number.”

 “I had just started my new job at 
Mosaic in Axtell, Neb., so I didn’t answer 
it because I was training for my job,” she 
said.

 The unanswered call followed up with 
a text, “Hey, is this Autumn?” She replied, 
“Yes, who is this?” 

 “They said, ‘We are with Be The Match 
and you are a match with someone for 
bone marrow,’” Autumn recalled.

 Although taken off  guard, she took 

their next phone call and talked with the 
representative to fi nd out more.

 “I knew I wanted to do it right away,” 
Autumn said. “There was no hesitation at 
all. I knew that God had called me to this, 
so I wasn’t nervous. But I was very excited 
too.”

 The next week she had blood work 
done. The lab sent off  her sample, along 
with the recipient’s, to see how they would 
react when combined. They were still a 
match. 

 After fi nals week, Autumn and Trenton 
prepared to leave for a vacation to 
Spokane, Wash. with her grandpa and his 
companion, Danette Hughes of Neligh. 

 “My boyfriend and I were just boarding 
a plane in Kearney when I got a phone call 
saying, ‘Hey, you’re a match, we’re going 
to do this,’” she said.

 Since it was just one week before 
Christmas, it was decided that the 
procedure would wait until after the 
holidays. Her surgery was set for Jan. 
21, 2020 at the Buff ett Cancer Center in 
Omaha.

 During their vacation, Autumn and 
Danette were fl own from Spokane to 
Omaha so she could have a complete 
physical. Then they returned to 
Washington to fi nish out their vacation.

She had numerous phone calls where 
she was given information, a chance to 
talk with the surgeon and several medical 
screenings. On Jan. 20, the day before 
surgery, Autumn had more blood work 
done as well as another medical exam at 
the Buff ett Cancer Center in Omaha. She 
met with the surgeon, who answered all of 
her questions. 

 “They were amazing to us, especially 
the surgeon who took his time to listen 
to whatever we had to say,” Autumn said. 
“We stayed in a hotel and Be The Match 
paid for our hotel, our meals, all of our 
expenses.”

Surgery Day
On Jan. 21, 2020, she went to the cancer 

center at 5:30 a.m. and was in surgery by 
7 a.m.

 Autumn said the surgeon started by 
making small incisions into the iliac crest 
of her pelvis.

 “So kind of that arc of your hip bone,” 
she said. “The incisions are in my lower 
back — about the length of a fi ngernail.”  

Autumn explained that the surgeon cut 
all the way through to the bone and then 
used a  small syringe to extract the marrow 
from the bone, little by little. 

 “They took somewhere from 1 liter to 
1.5 liters of bone marrow from me,” she 

said. “I had three incisions on each side, 
so I had a total of six incisions from where 
they harvested the bone marrow.”  

Autumn isn’t sure how long the 
procedure lasted, but it was likely a few 
hours.

 “I’m not sure what time I got out of 
surgery,” she said. “I didn’t wake up until 
about 11:30 a.m. But once I woke up, I 
immediately started dry heaving, so they 
administered medicine in my IV and kind 
of put me back to sleep.”

Unexpected Complications
When Autumn woke again later, her 

blood pressure and hemoglobin levels 
were both extremely low and she fainted 
at one point. She was kept overnight, 
even though it’s typically an outpatient 
procedure.

 “They rarely ever keep anybody for this 
because it’s so simple, compared to what 
it used to be,” Autumn said. “My body just 
reacted diff erently than everyone else.”

 She was released the following 
morning, but she didn’t go home. Autumn 
stayed with her grandpa and Danette that 
night.

 “I was puking, I was blacking out, I was 
dizzy, I could barely walk, I was pale — 
white as paper,” Autumn said. “Honestly, 
I just felt terrible. Which was probably 
nothing compared to how my recipient 
felt. I’m sure she felt way worse.”

 Her procedure case manager told her 
to go to the emergency room. She went 
to the hospital in Plainview and ended 
up spending two nights there. Her blood 
pressure and hemoglobin levels continued 
to drop.

 “At that point, I was so weak that my 
dad carried me into the E.R., I was so weak 
and sick from the surgery,” Autumn said. 
“They said you should not be reacting this 
way, something isn’t right.” 

After someone drove to the blood bank 
in Yankton, So. Dak. and brought the blood 
back to Plainview, she had an emergency 
blood transfusion about midnight. 

 “It took a couple hours for the blood 
to go into my body, but as soon as I got 
that blood, I felt way better,” Autumn said. 
“I felt really good. I just had a follow up 
appointment a couple days after that.”

Saving A Life
Even with all the complications she 

experienced, she would do it all over again.

“I potentially saved her life,” Autumn 
said. “She’s getting to live again and 
someone has their family member back. I 
would do it again, because honestly, why 
not? I knew that God had picked me to do 

this. It wasn’t a coincidence, it wasn’t an 
accident. I was specifi cally chosen out of 
everyone to do this for this woman.”

 She doesn’t know much about the 
recipient, just that she is a 54-year-old 
woman who lives in the United States 
and was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML) — a cancer of the blood 
and bone marrow. 

 After one year, the recipient has the 
option to meet her donor.

 “I’m hoping I get to meet her after a 
year,” Autumn said. “I really hope so. She 
has part of me inside her.”

 She was able to anonymously reach out 
to her recipient by writing her a letter on 
the day of her surgery. Autumn said she 
wished the woman well and wrote, “I’m 
always here — there’s someone cheering 
you on.”  

“I told her, ‘I didn’t donate bone 
marrow just because you have cancer, I 
did it because I want you to have your life 
back,’” she said. “I basically just wanted 
her to know that I’m here and I’m always 
thinking about her.”

Donor Advocate
Autumn, the daughter of Brian and 

Selena Ickler who reside near Brunswick, 
said she knows what it’s like to watch a 
loved one suff er with cancer. Her maternal 
grandmother died from cancer.  

 “If you’ve never seen cancer suck the 
life out of someone and see someone die 
a little bit more every day, then go spend 
a day in the Buff ett Cancer Center,” she 
said passionately. “See all of those patients 
and all of those patients’ families who are 
suff ering and begging someone for help.”

 Autumn asks people to imagine one of 
them as their own child or spouse.  

“Just imagine sitting in the room and 
the doctor coming in and saying there are 
no more options,” she said. “‘You’re on 
the transplant list and we’re just going to 
hope for the best.’ They just have to wait 
for their life to be saved. That’s why I 
would do it again, because after everything 
they’ve been through, they deserve it.”

 After her donation experience, there is 
no bigger advocate for Be The Match than 
Autumn. 

 “I beg people to go do it,” she said. 
“There are not a lot of advocates for cancer 
patients out there, so I want to become 
their advocate.”

 Registering online at bethematch.org 
is easy, and Autumn said if you do get a 
phone call saying you’re a match, it doesn’t 
mean you are obligated to donate.

 “You can always decline if you change 
your mind,” she said. “Sign up. There’s 
someone out there who is waiting for your 
bone marrow and there’s a family who’s 
praying for you to get the call.”

Judge Taylor asked him if he was asking 
for the appeal to go directly to the supreme 
court, to which he replied, “Yeah.”

“Then I’m going to fi nd that your 
application to proceed In forma pauperis 
is denied because the appeal is frivolous, 
you’re not appealing a fi nal order and, 
generally, we don’t go directly to the 
Supreme Court,” she said. “We have to go 
to the district court and then on up.”

The judge said the county court doesn’t 
have jurisdiction for the rest of his case. 
She informed Hill that he has 30 days to 
come up with the $126 fi ling fee to the 
Supreme Court.

“When your case is done in the Supreme 
Court, it will come back here and the court 
will either direct me to dismiss your county 
court case or proceed, so we’ll have to wait 
until we get that decision,” she said.

“So you denied my appeal?” Hill asked.

“No, I haven’t done anything except 
deny to have the county pay for the fi ling 
fees for your frivolous appeal,” Judge 
Taylor said. “That’s all I’ve done today.”

Last month, Hill argued that he is “a 
state citizen of the Republic of Nebraska,” 
not a resident of the State of Nebraska, so 
he is not required to register his vehicle 
or obtain a license. He walked out during 
the trial testimony by the ticketing offi  cer, 
Antelope County Deputy Mike Sanne. Hill 
was later found guilty by the judge and 
sent a notice to appear for sentencing.
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family members. What the 
students bring is ultimately their 
decision.

“The best part is seeing them get 
excited about it because it really 
brings it to life for them versus just 
sitting at the desk learning about 
Nebraska history,” she said.

Dempster said Heritage Day 
is important so the students can 
learn more about their family and 
what makes them unique.

“We do this after learning about 
immigrants coming to Nebraska 
and all the diff erent types of 
people,” she said. “And we learn 
about how some parts of their 
cultures melt together and some 
parts are still a little bit diff erent. 
We talk about, ‘Is it a melting pot 
or is it more like a fruit salad?’ 
Then I have them fi gure out their 
own history and where they came 
from.” 

Thirteen Ewing fourth graders 
and their Heritage Day projects:  

Isaac Mendoza, 10, son 
of Jessica Mendoza, displayed 
his grandpa Bob Snyder’s U.S. 
Army uniform and boots. He 
said “bringing the stuff ” was his 
favorite part.

Saul Cruz, 9, son of James 
and Azu Cruz, brought some of his 
favorite Mexican foods: strawberry 
and vanilla marshmallows, Bubu 
Lubu candies and tamales, along 
with several photos. Some were 
drawings of a school and the 
rebuilding of a church in Mexico 
damaged in an earthquake. 
“Showing it to other people” was 
his favorite part.

Kayden Barlow, 10, son of 
April Barlow and Ryan Cleveland, 
brought many photos, his family 
tree and an old board game. When 
asked what he learned about his 
family, Kayden said, “That I have a 

lot of old people in it.” His favorite 
part of the project was “showing 
people.” 

Steven Mast, 11, son of 
Ervin Mast, had items from his 
First Communion as well as his 
brothers First Communion. He 
also displayed a cookbook. His 
favorite part was “getting to talk to 
other people and show them.”

Asher Whiting, 10, son of 
Tricia and Ernie Whiting, brought 
a golden apple from his great 
grandma Jolene Kurpgeweit, an 
award she got when she retired 
from teaching. He brought other 
memorabilia, including a pocket 
watch and shaving kit from his 
great, great grandfather

“I learned a lot about where I 
came from, how they came from 
England and Germany and I have 
1/64 of Native American in me,” 
he said. “Putting it all together was 
the best part. It’s cool when you 
look at all of it together.” 

Hayden Hobbs, 10, son Nick 
and Laura Hobbs, brought several 
military photos and certifi cates.

“I learned that my great, great 
grandparents did important stuff  
to save us like they went into 
wars,” Hayden said. “I liked all of 
the pictures because I had never 
seen them before. My mom and 
dad told me stories about the 
pictures.”

Grace Stuthman, 11, daughter 
of Kathy and Eric Stuthman, said 
her ancestors worked on buildings. 
“I learned that my ancestors were 
hard working and charming,” she 
said. “They worked on things that 
I never knew about. Best part was 
when my mom told me all about 
my ancestors.”

Kaylee Jenkins, 9, daughter 
of Heath and Jolene Jenkins, 
brought a family tree and an 
accordion that her Grandpa John 

used to play. “I liked the accordion 
best,” she said. “It’s ours now. He 
handed it down to my mom when 
he passed away.”

Cooper Napier, 9, son of 
Greg Napier and Chelsy Grim, 
brought photos and his great, 
great grandma’s blanket. He said 
“getting to show it to other people” 
was the best part of the project.

Belle Anson, 10, daughter of 
Kelly and Seth Anson, brought her 
Aunt Millie’s nurses cap, photos 
arranged into a family tree and 
some information about her great, 
great, great grandma Sophie, who 
was a midwife. “She delivered 
257 babies,” she said. “It was fun 
getting everything, knowing what 
it was and who did it. The pictures 
in the back I hadn’t seen before.”

Jorden Cox, 9, son of Courtney 
and Richard Soper, brought his 
dad’s Air Force medals, an oriental 
fan that he said belonged to his 
great uncle and his mom’s baby 
blanket. “I learned that my mom 
and my great, great grandpa used 
the blanket,” he said. “My favorite 
part was the fan, it’s fun.”

Reagan Parker, 10, daughter 
of Daniel and Nicole Parker, 
brought the large bull statue, old 
books, photos and more. 

Taylen Nilson, 10, daughter 
of Misty and Cory Nilson, brought 
her grandpa and her mom’s FFA 
jackets, her great grandma’s watch 
and her great, great, grandpa’s 
1865 discharge papers from the 
Civil War. An attached note said, 
“Orville Kendrick marched with 
General Sherman in the March to 
the Sea.” She said “displaying the 
stuff  and the square dance” were 
her favorite parts.
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Antelope County Court lISt
Gene Thomas, 62, Barnesville, Minn., Overweight 

single axle (2 counts) and Overweight capacity 
plates, $375 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Miles Kerber, 61, Norfolk, Overweight single 
axle, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.

Kaleb Martin, 28, Woodward, Okla., Overweight 
single axle (2 cunts) and No operator’s license, $175 
fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche. 

William Demerath, 43, Plainview, Speeding 85 in 
a 65, $125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Lackas.

Robert Hansen, 64, Bristow, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer 
Petty.

Tariel Gogritchiani, 55, Brooklyn, NY, Stop sign 
violation, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Keetle.

Darrell Doerr, 59, Plainview, Overweight gross 
load 5% or less and Overweight capacity plates, 

$125 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
James Smith, 45, Newport, Overweight single 

axle, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Asche.
Andrew Schumacher, 40, Columbus, Driving 

under the infl uence of alcohol-fi rst off ense, $500 
fi ne, 8 months probation, $49 court costs, driver’s 
license revoked 60 days, Offi  cer Johnson.

Colton Thiele, 16, Clearwater, No license on 
person, $25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Walter.

James Marshall, 55, San Antonio, Texas, 
Speeding 79 in a 65, $75 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Eischeid.

Tyler Robinette, 23, Hartington, Overweight 
single axle (2 counts), $100 fi ne, $49 court costs, 
Offi  cer Asche.

Jaycee Fleming, 20, Bassett, Speeding 75 in a 65, 
$25 fi ne, $49 court costs, Offi  cer Detlefsen. 
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Heritage Day

PHOTO BY JENNY HIGGINS
Ewing students square dance during Heritage Day last week. 

Last week nine members of the 
Clearwater/Orchard SkillsUSA 
Chapter attended the Middle 
School Conference held in Grand 
Island, along with two of their 
sponsors, Mrs. Selting and Mrs. 
Williamson.  

The students competed in a 
variety of events, including Team 
Engineering, Metric 500, Applied 
Math, Job Skill Demonstration, 
and Prepared Speech. The 
Clearwater/Orchard Chapter 
had four students place in the 
top 3 of three different contests.  

Congratulations to Keaton Thiele 
and Logan Kester, who tied 
for 3rd in Applied Math, Sydni 
McConnell, who placed 2nd in 
Prepared Speech, and Carlee 
Livingston, who placed 1st in Job 
Skill Demonstration Open. 

Carlee is qualified to participate 
at the State Leadership Conference 
in Grand Island April 2-4, which is 
a national competition qualifier.  
Nationals will be held once again 
in Louisville, KY June 22-26, 
2020.   

Middle schoolers attend 
Skills USA conference

COURTESY PHOTO
Students from Clearwater and Orchard who attended a recent middle 
school Skills USA Conference were (front row) Logan Kester, Keaton 
Thiele, Carlee Livingston, and Sydni McConnell, (back row) Kelton 
Bruhn, Raina Krebs, Lenora Kester, Ashley Melcher and Logan Thomson.

The 2019-2020 Read Across 
America Night will be held at 
Neligh-Oakdale on March 10 in 
the High School Gym from 5:30-
6:30. This year’s committee is very 
excited about this event.  We are 
inviting everyone to a book tasting 
event at the Neligh-Oakdale 
Reading Café.

 Each teacher (or Grade Level) 
has chosen a theme to have for 
“tasting” at their table. Some 
themes for the event include:  
“How to Eat Fried Worms”, “Dog 
Man”, “Stone Soup” and “Curious 
George”.  Students will be given 

a book tasting menu when they 
arrive to take around to the tables 
for the book tasting. The menu 
will have students complete a 
certain amount of questions/
small activities about the theme 
at the tables. When they menu is 
complete they will go back to the 
front table to receive their coupon 
for a free book.

 Please contact this year’s 
committee members, Tracey 
Richart, Jennifer Korus, Susie 
Loofe, Kristen Strom, or Lisa 
Hanson if you have questions.

Neligh-Oakdale to host 
Read Across America

Ambulance
- Continued From Page  1

Rodeo
- Continued From Page  1

unit will do that.”
Walt Patras, who has 

volunteered with the squad since 
1988, said he’s seen a lot of changes 
over the years from medical 
advances to the size of patients. 
The new unit comes with advances 
to assist when fewer people are 
available to ensure quality care is 
provided.

Between an oxygen lift and 
self-loading cot, Patras said the 
advances will save precious time 
as well as lower the risk of back 
injuries for rescue personnel. The 
new unit is about a foot longer 
than the 2009 model, is taller and 
also features four-wheel drive. 

“We know we’ll have this for 10 
years, so we have to look 10 years 
down the line,” Patras said. “Every 

year there’s more equipment that 
needs to be plugged in, so we 
have USB ports, outlets and lights 
everywhere. Some calls are life-
threatening;  we don’t have time 
to get stuck. Having four-wheel 
drive, we’re less likely to do so. We 
can get to most people with a four-
wheel drive.”

Tilden averages about 90 calls 
per year with most coming in 
overnight. Patras said it’s vital 
the community knows the EMTs 
are on call to help in those dire 
situations because they have the 
skills and tools to save lives.

“People need to call us in those 
situations because what if that 
person crashes on them.” Patras 
said. “Day or night, please call 
us. We are volunteers, but we 
signed up and trained to help the 
community.”

Tax
- Continued From Page  1
coming out of another direction, 
everybody’s white shirt would’ve 
been red.” The commissioners 
agreed to add it to the one-year 
plan. After further discussion, 
they decided to remove a different 
project from the 6-year plan that 
would’ve built a new road on 
the west edge of Clearwater. It 
was originally put in the plans to 
help direct traffic away from the 
Clearwater school, but with a new 
school being built, it was deemed 
unnecessary. The resolution to 
adopt the one-and six-year road 
projects, with the two changes, 
passed on a 5-0 vote. The one-year 
projects are estimated to cost more 
than $4.9 million and the six-year 
projects are estimated at more 
than $2.3 million.  

 • Discussed whether or not the 
commissioners are interested in 
signing a joint letter to Congress 
and the Surface Transportation 
Board, expressing their support 
for freight rail. The commissioners 
spoke with Brett Sebastian, the 
Nebraska State Director for 
GoRail, a freight rail advocacy 
organization. “Freight rail helps 
take wear and tear off the roads 
and that translates to taxpayer 
savings,” Sebastian said. He asked 
the commissioners to sign a letter 

of support to help mark the 40th 
anniversary of the Stagger’s Rail 
Act, a piece of legislation that 
implemented balanced economic 
regulations. Sebastian said the 
signed letter is due by Sept. 18. 
Commissioner Dean Smith said 
he would like to talk with local rail 
loaders before signing. The matter 
was tabled until next week.

• Appointed Kristin Childers 
to the Antelope County Visitors 
Committee on a 5-0 vote.  

• Voted 5-0 to approve a liquor 
license renewal for the Antelope 
Country Club.

• Approved a special designated 
liquor license for Prairie Creek 
Vineyards, who will attend 
Novemberfest on Nov. 7 at 
American Legion in Neligh.

• Voted 5-0 to split a lot for Kevin 
and Miranda Hild on an irregular 
tract, located west of Oakdale.

• Approved underground 
permits for ERPPD on 846th Road 
and Brozek & Son on 864th Road. 

• Authorized Chairman Charlie 
Henery to sign the agreement for 
a construction contract with Ten 
Point Construction.

• Approved preliminary 
engineering services and 
environmental services 
agreements and resolutions for 
the Orchard Northeast Project and 
Tilden North Project.

Antelope County Court 
Patricia Carlow, 17, Oglala, 

So.Dak., Speeding 87 in a 50, 
$300 fine, $49 court costs, 
Officer John Shaver.

Micah Hanusek, 29, Omaha, 
Overtaking/passing where 
prohibited, $25 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Viterna.

Murl Olsen, 81, Coleridge, 
Speeding 60 in a 35, $200 
fine, $49 court costs, Officer 
Detlefsen.

Kim Zwingman, 43, Elgin, 
Speeding 75 in a 65, $25 fine, 
$49 court costs, Officer Viterna.

Edward Osborne, 68, 
Creighton, Speeding 86 in a 
65, $200 fine, $49 court costs, 
Officer Detlefsen.

James Ertzner, 73, Battle 
Creek, CMV-Operator auth 
no/invld, $100 fine, $49 court 
costs, Officer Asche.

Hewitt, who moved to Orchard last year from 
Dunning, has competed in rodeo for years.

“In Dunning, there a lot of kids who rodeo, 
but here there are still a lot of kids who aren’t 
sure what goat tying is or why we don’t rope in 
that event,” Hewitt said.

She said knowing Wickersham from 
rodeoing in junior high and high school made 
the transition easier. Wickersham said she’s 
also enjoyed having a classmate who competes.

“It’s a growing sport, but it’s hard to get into 
because it is expensive,” Wickersham said. 
“Most people who rodeo have grown up with it, 

so it’s nice to have someone else who has grow 
up with it, too.”

Wickersham qualified for  state cross country 
last year and uses her speed and natural 
athleticism with goat tying. Her sense of timing 
was evident Sunday as she finished second on 
the day.

Wickersham rodeos every weekend during 
the fall. After cross country practice, she moves 
onto rodeo before calling it a day around 11 p.m.

“I try to get all of my homework done at 
school,” Wickersham said. “This is important 
to me, so I work hard to be able to practice.”

Hewitt agreed and said it’s the love of rodeo 
that keeps her focused on improving.

Hewitt  placed 7th in goat tying with a 9.0 
second run on Saturday and 8th in breakaway 
roping with a 3.5 second run on Sunday. Kaci 
Wickersham  placed 10th in goat tying with a 
9.42 second run and 10th in pole bending with 
a a 23.22 second run on Saturday and 2nd in 
goat tying with a 7.82 second run on Sunday. 
Koenig was 25th in goat tying Sunday and 19th 
in breakaway roping. 

“I’ve always lived in a rodeo atmosphere and 
grew up with horses, so I’ve always enjoyed the 
competition and being able to do what I love,” 
Hewitt said while saddling her horse before 
breakaway roping. “I do really love this.”
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THEME: LABOR DAY
ACROSS
1. Delivery org.
5. *U.N. workers’ grp.
8. Pressure unit
11. Prune, previously
12. Congregation’s echo
13. Lusitania’s destroyer
15. Samoan money
16. Enthusiastic review
17. Police informers
18. *More than 40 hours
20. First Nation nation
21. Not these
22. Paper or plastic?
23. Lads’ girlfriends
26. Meal
29. Morsel
30. *Labor Day, always
33. International Civil 

Aviation Org.
35. She turned to stone, 
Greek mythology
37. Quaker grain
38. Same as gnarls
39. Toothy wheel
40. Capital of Canada
42. Homer Simpson 
exclamation
43. Russia’s plain
45. Zoroastrian archives
47. Simon & Garfunkel 
member
48. Sheik’s bevy
50. Goes with sushi
52. *Part of labor force
56. Jewish folklore creature
57. European sea eagle
58. Millimeter of mercury
59. Impolite dinner sound

60. “Dark” movie
61. Armor chest plate
62. Cupid’s action
63. Type of evidence
64. “By ____ of” or “by 
means of”
DOWN
1. “____ ____ no good”
2. Bohemian, e.g.
3. Whimper
4. “That ____!” and hurts
5. Mosque officials
6. Don McLean: “Drove my 
chevy to the ____”
7. Comes before first 
Mississippi
8. Minute opening
9. “For Pete’s ____!”
10. Belonging to it
12. Not aria nor recitative

13. Open a beer bottle
14. *Union responsibility
19. *Labor Day is this 
puzzle’s ____
22. BeyoncÈ, a.k.a. Queen 
____
23. *Like Labor Day 
weekend
24. Ovine sign of the zodiac
25. Type of weasel
26. “Pro” follower
27. Oodles
28. Fortune-teller’s card
31. Sol, or la, or ti
32. Digital audiotape, acr.
34. *Health and safety org.
36. *Strike____
38. Courtroom silencer
40. Choose
41. One who bends out of 

shape
44. Groom one’s feathers
46. Used an emoji, 
technically
48. Long-necked wader
49. Embryo sacs
50. One-pilot flight, pl.
51. Reunion attendee
53. Jellystone Park denizen
54. Joanie of “Happy Days”
55. At a previous time, 
archaic
56. Geological Society of 
America
57. *Unofficial ____ of 
summer

“What is this grass growing in my flower 
bed?” is a question 
I hear quite often 
now.  Rolling the stem 
between my fingers 
quickly determines 
this isn’t grass at all 
but the infamous 
yellow nutsedge.  
Sedges are grass-like 
perennials that have 
triangular shaped 
stems.   

If they grew at the 
same rate as turfgrass, 

many lawn owners would be OK with nutsedge 
growing there. Unfortunately, high heat 
and abundant moisture foster fast growth 
that easily outpaces the height of Kentucky 
bluegrass and fescue.   

Yellow nutsedge is a particular problem 
in new flower beds and shrub borders if the 

previous space was occupied by turfgrass.  
Dense lawns suppress the growth of yellow 
nutsedge and, once the turf is removed and 
landscape plants installed, yellow nutsedge 
can show up throughout. 

The use of “nut” in yellow nutsedge’s name 
comes from the small tubers, called nutlets, 
found at the end of roots. The presence of 
these nutlets helps to explain why the plant 
is so hard to manage at this time of the year. 
Removing yellow nutsedge by hand-pulling 
ensures nutlets will be left behind.  

Once each nutlet begins to grow, where 
once there was one plant, now there are many. 
Herbicides used now will also be effective at 
eliminating the parent plant, but bear in mind 
herbicides do not translocate to the nutlets, so 
again, where once there was one plant, now 
there are many.  

This isn’t to say we can’t hand-pull or use 
a herbicide, it just means diligence will have 
to be exercised to stay after new plants by 

repeating previous steps.

June 21 (the summer solstice) is the dividing 
point from when yellow nutsedge is relatively 
easy to manage to when it becomes a chore. 
Prior to June 21, plants have not reached the 
maturity necessary to form nutlets. 

Lawn herbicides containing the active 
ingredient Halosulfuron (Sedge Ender™, 
Sedge Hammer™, and Halosulfuron Pro™) 
applied before this date will be the most 
successful at managing yellow nutsedge 
in lawns. In gardens and borders, yellow 
nutsedge can be hand-pulled or spot sprayed 
with herbicides containing glyphosate, being 
mindful to shield desired plants.

From June 21 onward, the nutlets of yellow 
nutsedge are a tenacious survival mechanism 
that requires diligence (or acceptance) on 
our part to manage yellow nutsedge in our 
landscapes.

Kathleen Cue
hortiCulture

Yellow nutsedge again causing problems

Deb FisCher
u.s. senator

The United States is experiencing a mental 
health crisis, and Nebraska is no exception. 
In 2016, the University of Nebraska Medical 

Center announced 
that one in five 
Nebraskans had 
reported suffering 
from mental illness 
that year. And in 
2018, suicide was 
the second leading 
cause of death for 
Nebraskans aged 15 
to 34.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
COVID-19 has only 

made the mental health issues many people 
struggle with worse. In response to this aspect 
of the pandemic, the Senate unanimously 
passed the National Suicide Hotline 
Designation Act in May, a bill that would 
shorten the ten-digit national suicide hotline 
phone number to just three numbers: 9-8-8.

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this effort to 
make it easier for those experiencing a mental 
health crisis to get help. Many people with 
mental illness struggle silently, and one of the 
most important things we can do to help is to 
provide them with the resources they need to 
fight back.

Besides a national suicide hotline, the 
federal government runs several programs 
that offer mental health resources through 

funding grants, but locating and accessing 
them can be complicated. Due to the cross-
cutting nature of mental health struggles, 
which present challenges in education, work, 
housing, and public safety settings, funding is 
spread out over several different agencies, and 
it is often difficult for organizations seeking 
grants to know which program to apply for or 
whether they qualify.

I believe that government and its taxpayer-
funded resources should be as accessible 
and transparent as possible. To bring these 
values to federal mental health programs, 
I introduced the Achieving Thorough 
Transparency & Accessibility for Information 
Navigation (ATTAIN) on Mental Health 
Act with my Senate colleague Tina Smith, a 
Democrat from Minnesota.

This bipartisan bill would direct the 
Secretary of HHS to establish an interactive 
online dashboard where potential applicants 
could find information such as grant names, 
application deadlines, and direct access to 
program information websites. This would 
simplify the search process and make it much 
easier for organizations that support mental 
health to find out which grants they qualify 
for.

This user-friendly, web-based dashboard 
would be especially important for rural 
Americans. The idea for this bill came from 
conversations with a variety of entities 
across rural Nebraska, who also told me 

that because mental health specialists tend 
to live in urban areas, the communities that 
rural organizations serve tend not to receive 
the However, this dashboard would make it 
easier for organizations based in rural parts 
of any state to find federal mental health 
funds for which they are eligible – grants that 
institutions in bigger cities with larger budgets 
often take for granted. This would help ensure 
that communities can better access the same 
federal resources, regardless of location.

While HHS would be tasked with developing 
this online tool, our bill would direct them to 
do so in collaboration with the other federal 
agencies that distribute federal mental health 
funds, including the Department of Justice 
and the Department of Education. HHS would 
be required to complete work on the portal 
within two years, and the final product would 
make this process easier for all involved.

I have been working on the ATTAIN on 
Mental Health Act since before the pandemic 
began, but the stress and isolation this virus 
has brought make clearer access to mental 
health services even more crucial to those 
with mental illness. This dashboard would 
help modernize the grant-finding process and 
make sure we are prepared to meet future 
crises head-on.

Thank you for participating in the 
democratic process. I look forward to visiting 
with you again next week.

Better access to mental health resources

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, Aug. 4 75 54 .17 
Wednesday, Aug. 5 83 54 0 
Thursday,  Aug. 6 84 60 .15 
Friday, Aug. 7 84 67 0 
Saturday, Aug. 8 86 69 .63 
Sunday, Aug. 9 89 60 .2 
Monday,  Aug. 10 77 57 0 

WEATHER REPORT

I count myself lucky for always 
having a busy Memorial Day. I 
never “make plans” because I know 
I have to cover at least one alumni 
banquet and several Memorial Day 
services.

But not this year. No, COVID-19 
stole those from us.

Like many of you, my Memorial 
Day weekend looked diff erently 
than before, and I didn’t like it. 
I missed attending the Orchard 
Alumni Banquet, even if I was 
consistently the youngest alum 
there. I missed covering the 
services Monday at Orchard and 
Royal.

As a staff , we hit every 
community service in the county, 
and I’ve covered the same ones 
for years. Call me a creature of 
habit, but I like to cover those 
same services and enjoy seeing the 
familiar faces every year. 

I didn’t make it to every 
cemetery in Antelope County and 
Ewing over the weekend, but I did 
visit most. Just because there were 
no services, didn’t mean I couldn’t 
pay my respects. It was important 
to me to visit as many as possible.

They were quiet than usual, 
except for Saturday morning at 
Laurel Hill Cemetery. There were 
dozens of people putting out fl ags 
and markers for our fallen military, 
and it made me very proud to see 
youth helping.

Another moment I won’t forget 
was at the Brunswick Cemetery. 
It was just after sunset, and the 
pink sky highlighted a ragged 
fl ag in front of me. With the wind 

whipping, the fl ag fl ew perfectly, 
tears and all. 

We drove a little further and 
visited Brunswick’s Danish 
cemetery as well. Much smaller 
and private, it had fewer fl ags, 
but they still there. Still placed in 
honor of our heroes.

That’s when it hit me — 
COVID-19 didn’t steal Memorial 
Day. It took away a ceremony, not 
the respect, honor or thankfulness 
of Memorial Day.

I’m frustrated with the COVID 
situation. I’m tired of the limits 
and worrying about high risk loved 
ones. I’m sick of losing sleep over 
the future. I’m fed up with meat 
prices.

I still respect our fallen military 
and thank them and their families 
for their sacrifi ce. They gave too 
much for us to let a virus — even 
a novel virus — steal our tribute to 
them.

We owe that and much more to 
our fallen heroes.
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COVID-19 can’t steal 
our respect for heroes

Carrie Pitzer
Publisher

Date High Temp Low Temp Precip
Tuesday, May 19 67 51 0 
Wednesday, May 20 70 48 0 
Thursday,  May 21 66 47 .11 
Friday, May 22 64 55 .50 
Saturday, May 23 73 55 .74 
Sunday, May 24 71 53 1.25 
Monday,  May 25 58 50 .28 

WEATHER REPORT

On Monday of this week, Speaker Scheer 
announced that the Legislature would return 
from our extended adjournment on July 20th. 
I believe that this is an appropriate time to 
allow the curve in Nebraska to fl atten, and 

to give senators and 
staff  time to prepare 
to fi nish our session 
for this year. I am 
grateful for the time 
laid out before us 
to work on how the 
Legislature can best 
set up the state for 
success as we emerge 
from the conditions 
we have been under. 

The top item on 
my list of priorities remains achieving real, 
signifi cant, and timely property tax relief for 
Nebraskans. The economic pressures from 
the COVID-19 pandemic have made this 
only more important, as farmers, ranchers, 
homeowners, and commercial business 
owners who were already struggling to pay 
ever-increasing property tax bills will now be 
facing even tighter budgets. With pressures on 

the agricultural industry across the country, 
lowered income for businesses, and families 
seeing their employment impacted, it is the 
right thing to do from both an economic and 
moral standpoint. The more dollars people 
can keep in their pockets, the better they can 
support our economy, and the less strain the 
government can put on them, the better. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
again to achieve this relief, alongside other 
very important goals. I hope to see us pass 
legislation to keep our state economy strong 
across all sectors, response measures to deal 
with the problems stemming from COVID-19, 
and fi nish work on the remaining bills from 
this session which have not yet passed. 

On the subject of COVID-19, changes to 
Directed Health Measures and the state of 
cases across Nebraska continue to change 
on a rapid basis. For information on these 
topics, please consult your local Public 
Health Departments for the most up-to-date 
information. 

On another topic, this upcoming Monday is 
Memorial Day. Although we may not be able 
to gather for parades and other celebrations as 
we would like to, the importance of this day 

cannot and will not be ignored by patriotic 
Nebraskans. We should be grateful every day 
for the sacrifi ces of those Americans who 
gave what Abraham Lincoln called “the last 
full measure of devotion” to keep us all safe 
and free. I would encourage you to think and 
pray on those sacrifi ces with your family on 
Monday, as I will be doing with mine. 

Lastly, I don’t anticipate too much news to 
come from the Legislature until closer to when 
we reconvene on July 20th, so unless things 
change or I have a major update to inform you 
about, look for my column again around that 
time. 

As always, do not hesitate to reach out to 
me on issues regarding state government. 
My staff  and I have been continuing to do the 
work of the people of the 41st district while 
working outside of the offi  ce and practicing 
social distancing. We check voicemails at 
(402)471-2631 at least once a day, although 
emailing me directly at tbriese@leg.ne.gov 
is often the fastest and most convenient way 
to get in touch. I always enjoy hearing from 
and working for the people I am fortunate to 
represent. 

toM briese
state senator

Property tax remains a top priority

THEME: LAWYER LINGO
ACROSS
1. Requests
5. Pub dispenser
8. Feline sound
11. HGTV’s “____ or Flop”
12. Ferdinand, e.g.
13. Like a ghost
14. *Pro ____, or in proportion
15. Miscellany
16. *Elsewhere
17. *Response to #51 Across?
19. Cher has one
20. Marine enchantress
21. Not tac nor toe
22. *Not underwear!
25. *Battery’s companion

29. Literary “even”
30. “____ it ____,” or go full 
force
33. Quartet minus one
34. Greyish brown
36. Common conjunction
37. Ban from school, e.g.
38. Homesteader’s measurement
39. Complete failure
41. “Stand and Deliver” singer
42. Relating to breastbone
44. Spectacle venues
46. Marcia’s jealous sister
47. Type of assistant, for short
49. Sudden and brilliant success
51. *Courtroom protest
55. Like blue sky

56. Twins, e.g.
57. Was a passenger
58. Shirking work
59. Volcano in Sicily
60. All over again
61. *____ se or ____ tem
62. Bear’s hangout
63. Quiet attention grabber

DOWN
1. Big do
2. Eastern European
3. Toy with a tail
4. Thinly spread
5. Tutu fabric
6. Mork from Ork
7. Walk, as through mud

8. Cripple
9. Major European river
10. Ancient Chinese dynasty
12. Stock exchange, in Paris
13. Mollify
16. Anisette, for short
18. Often precedes through, to 
search
21. Cough syrup amt.
22. Greek Bs
23. Don’t just stand there!
24. Habituate
25. Gives a hand
26. Of a city
27. Tarzan’s swing rope
28. *Reasons to sue
31. Peacock’s pride

32. Genetic initials
35. *Lie made under oath
37. Pre-Ionic
39. Belieber or Parrothead, e.g.
40. Usually not allowed in court
43. Back of the neck
45. *To lure into a compromising 
act
47. *To annul or suspend
48. Jinn or genie
49. Old Russian autocrat
50. Anis-fl avored aperitif
51. Newspaper piece
52. Atom that lost an electron, pl.
53. Words from Wordsworth, pl.
54. Type of salamander
55. European peak

Deb FisCher
u.s. senator

As the school year draws to a close, I am 
thinking about all of the Nebraskans who 
are graduating this month. Even in the midst 
of COVID-19, this time of year is cause for 

celebration. Whether 
you are fi nishing 
high school, college, 
graduate school, or a 
vocational program, 
graduation marks a 
major turning point 
in a person’s life. It 
is an opportunity 
to applaud your 
accomplishments and 
look forward to what 
lies ahead.

Things are certainly diff erent this year, but 
schools across Nebraska are coming up with 
creative ways to make the most of this moment 
and make sure graduates get the recognition 
and send-off  they deserve.

In the Panhandle, parents from several high 
schools came together to create an “Adopt 
a Senior” Facebook group. Parents can post 
short bios about their graduating senior to the 
page, and other members of the community 
can choose to “adopt” one or more students 
and send them gifts, such as their favorite 
foods, gift cards, or other presents. This has 
been a great way to make sure these students 
still feel celebrated, even when they won’t get 

to experience the graduation ceremony they 
were looking forward to.

Another heartwarming story out of Kearney 
involved Japanese exchange student and 
University of Nebraska at Kearney senior 
Ryo Kawamoto. Ryo was looking forward to 
experiencing an American college graduation. 
But UNK, like just about every other school 
across the country, had to postpone their 
spring commencement until later in the year. 
Unfortunately, Ryo wasn’t going to be in the 
U.S. until then – he had to fl y home at the end 
of April to be with his family and fi nish the 
school year remotely.

Thankfully, one of his professors, Amy 
Nebesniak, decided to make him feel special 
before he left. She and her family surprised 
him over Zoom with a virtual ceremony just 
for him, complete with a cap and gown they 
sent to his apartment and music performed by 
her children.

Although schools have not been able to 
hold traditional commencements, many have 
found other ways to put together ceremonies 
for their seniors. Many high schools have 
put on “reverse parades,” where students 
line up six feet apart and friends and family 
can drive by and wave at their graduates. I 
have also heard stories about other kinds of 
social distancing-friendly parades, such as 
in Elwood, where the fi re department led the 
way in a drive through town honoring Elwood 

Public Schools’ graduating class of 17 seniors.
Other schools still plan to hold their 

commencements at a later date, but some 
have chosen to hold virtual ceremonies as well. 
Among these are Louisville and Plattsmouth 
High Schools, as well as several high schools 
in Omaha. Throughout the month of May, 
these schools and others have posted their 
ceremonies online for students to watch from 
home. Even though these seniors couldn’t 
attend the ceremony they expected, I was 
touched to see their teachers go above and 
beyond to honor them in this way.

Stories like these remind us that although 
COVID-19 has interrupted much of our 
normal routines, we can still fi nd ways to 
recognize each special graduate and celebrate 
life’s important milestones.

To Nebraska’s class of 2020, I can’t wait 
to see what you do next. No matter what that 
may be, remember that your leadership and 
contributions are going to shape the future of 
our communities, our state, and our country.

It’s true that commemorations are a bit 
unorthodox this year, but that doesn’t change 
how proud Nebraskans are of each and every 
one of you. Congratulations.

Thank you for participating in the 
democratic process. I look forward to visiting 
with you again next week.

Congratulations to Class of 2020
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to help businesses bring customers back and quickly regain lost 
revenue.  Local newspapers’ reach across products has never been 
higher.  And with special packages tailored to local businesses, 
there are options for any size business with any budget.

FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

NEWSPAPERS 
HAVE 
YOUR BACK.

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting 
journalism and healthy newspapers in our local communities. 
Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on Twitter 
@newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers. 

When it comes to delivering results 
for local businesses, 

NEWSPAPERS 
HAVE YOUR BACK

 Reach, Results, Solutions

Antelope
County News
Antelope
County News

Scott Frost repeated himself 
time and again Monday — he’s 
not a doctor and it’s not about the 
money. But canceling sports, even 
at the high school level does have 
dire consequences.

“Without the structured 
environment here, I worry about 
our kids,” Frost said. “… Truly, 
at the bottom of my heart, I 
believe that our kids are safer in 
this environment than they are 
somewhere else.” 

I, too, worry about the kids. I 
worry about those who use sports 
as an outlet due to difficult home 
situations. I worry about the time 
wasted because there are no sports 
to keep student-athletes active.  I 
worry about the discipline that 
comes with involvement, especially 
teenagers who can easily cross the 
line with illegal activities if they 
don’t have sports keeping them in 
check.

With the Big 10 and Pac-12 
canceling fall sports, I can’t help 
but hold my breath in hopes that 
the Nebraska School Activities 
Association doesn’t follow suit. 
Summerland Superintendent Dale 
Martin told his board Monday 
night that if the “power five” cancel 
the fall season, the NSAA will likely 
follow suit.

Martin said the NSAA is 
working on a contingency plan 
for the spring that would move 
football and volleyball to then. 

“Don’t be surprised if that’s 
how it goes. I don’t know how you 
would do that,” Martin said. “I 
don’t know if you push track back 
a little bit or if you condense both 
those seasons. I don’t know how it 
works.” 

I understand the desire to 
protect our student-athletes. I 

understand sports aren’t more 
important than someone’s life. 

But I’m frustrated and worried 
because remote school may be 
next. I saw some schools have 
success last spring, but I also 
saw many, many struggles. I saw 
students who turned in their 
assignments and others who 
treated it as  a five-month summer 
break. I saw teachers hold their 
students accountable and others 
who simply checked out. 

One can argue that situation is 
no different than school in general. 
Some students care more than 
others; some teachers work harder 
than others. 

I know students who thrive 
with online education. I have 
one daughter who prefers it, but 
another daughter who will be 
devastated if remote school is put 
into place this fall. 

Sports were the first to go in 
March after state basketball. 
School closed days later. Now we 
wait, watching the NSAA because 
schools will follow that lead. Like 
Scott Frost, I’m not a doctor, and 
it’s not about money.

But I, too, am very worried 
about our kids. 

Canceling sports could 
have dire consequences

Carrie Pitzer
Publisher

There’s never been a more 
important time to fight 
for your right to know. 

Not sure 
who to trust?

Antelope County News
Is Proud To Protect Your Rights

DEB FISCHER
U.S. SENATOR
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National Newspaper Week: Orchard, Bloomfield & Stanton papers
 

 Please send (PDF) samples of your NNW promotions to share in next weeks’ NPA Bulletin!

COMMUNITYANTELOPE COUNTY NEWS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2020 - PAGE 3

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK • OCTOBER 4-10, 2020

HIstory. 
Because Facebook isn’t forever.

EVERY ISSUE IS ARCHIVED
OBITUARIES • SPORTS • ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHS • MEETINGS • SCHOOL NEWS
 COMMUNITY EVENTS

67¢ A WEEK HELPS KEEP THIS  
HISTORICAL DOCUMENT ALIVE.

SUBSCRIBE BY 
CALLING 402-887-4000

Antelope
County News

TH
EOrchard News

COMMUNITYKNOX COUNTY NEWS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2020 - PAGE 3

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK • OCTOBER 4-10, 2020

IMAGINE WHAT THAT WOULD LOOK LIKE. 
LOCAL ADVERTISING IS A VITAL PART OF THE EQUATION.

No coverage?

NO ADVERTISING MEANS
NO SPORTS • NO OBITUARIES  

NO ANNIVERSARIES • NO MEETINGS 
NO SCHOOL COVERAGE  
NO COMMUNITY NEWS

67¢ A WEEK HELPS KEEP THIS  
NEWSPAPER ALIVE.

SUBSCRIBE BY 
CALLING 402-373-2332 

OR 402-358-5220

COMMUNITYSTANTON REGISTER WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2020 - PAGE 3

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER WEEK • OCTOBER 4-10, 2020

Almost. 
May 6, 2020, was almost the fi nal issue of the Stanton Register. 

That would have been devastating for the community.
Together, we are making sure Stanton keeps its newspaper.

67¢ A WEEK HELPS KEEP THIS  
NEWSPAPER ALIVE.

SUBSCRIBE BY 
CALLING 402-439-2173.

Stanton Register

These creative full-page ads ran during 
National Newspaper Week - (top left) in the 
Orchard Antelope County News; (top right)  
in the Bloomfield Knox County News; and 
(bottom left) in the Stanton Register. Carrie 
and Wade Pitzer own the papers, and Carrie 
is the publisher.

Each ad message is different because each 
county is going through different things. 

The Stanton Register message is appropriate 
because that paper was very close to closing 
its doors when the Pitzers purchased it. 

The message in the Antelope Co. News reminds 
readers that newspapers are historical, 
archived documents. Unlike Facebook, if 
news is not in the newspaper, it may not be 
documented in the community’s history.



Classified Advertising Exchange

Advertising in the Classified Advertising Exchange is no charge for NPA members and $10 per week 
for non-members (approximately 25 words). It’s a great way to sell or find equipment, hire a new 
employee, advertise a service you provide, sell or buy a newspaper. Only Nebraska member newspapers 
may advertise for help wanted for Nebraska newspapers. No out-of-state help wanted advertisements 
accepted. Mail, email or fax us your ad copy by noon Friday for the following weeks’ Bulletin. Need more  
information? Contact Susan Watson in the NPA office: (402)476-2851/NE: 800-369-2850, or email: nebpress@
nebpress.com.

October 19, 2020

NEWSPAPER FOR SALE: The Voice News of Western 
Nebraska, based in Morrill, Nebraska is for sale. The 
two-year-old newspaper covers the communities of 
Mitchell, Morrill, Minatare, Lyman and Henry in 
Scotts Bluff County. The paper has an ultra local 
focus and has experienced tremendous advertising 
growth in its first two years. Ideal for a community 
j our na l i s t  l ook ing  to  l i v e  in  a  beaut i fu l 
Panhandle  community  near  the  Wyoming 
border. If interested, contact 
reporter@voicenewsnebraska.com, or 402-762-5352. 

ATTACHED TO THIS WEEK’S BULLETIN: 
Classified Advertising Exchange.  

FULL-TIME NEWSROOM OPENING: The Norfolk 
Daily News has an immediate, full-time newsroom 
opening that involves reporting, writing and editing. 
Page design and photography experience would be a 
bonus. Applicants should have a degree in journalism 
or similar field, and demonstrated experience with 
newspaper or other media outlets. The Daily News 
is a family-owned new organization with a six-day-a-
week newspaper and a comprehensive online, mobile 
and social media presence. Applicants looking for a 
competitive salary, strong fringe benefits package and 
a great working environment are encouraged to email 
editor@norfolkdailynews.com or call 1-877-371-1020.

NEWSPAPER FOR SALE: Central City Republican-
Nonpareil for sale after 30 years with the same owners, 
who are retiring. Building located in heart of downtown 
and is in great shape, computers including server are 
all but new. Paper is sound, town has outstanding 
leadership and community support for the newspaper 
and its website are strong. We are ready to make a deal, 
so drop us a line at jensenpub@hamilton.net or write 
us a note at PO Box 26, Central City NE 68826, and 
let’s make a deal.

OWNERS PLANNING TO RETIRE: Excellent county 
seat weekly newspaper operation for sale to qualified 
buyer. Includes one larger newspaper, 1,900 circulation, 
and 2 smaller newspapers in Boone County, NE. 
Opportunity to consolidate and/or expand. Profitable, 
excellent staff, turnkey. Very nice apartment above 
office helps with financing (only one mortgage). You will 
want to see this opportunity! We will help you “learn 
the ropes” if you wish. Contact Jim or Julie Dickerson, 
Albion News, Albion, NE, Call 402-741-5071, or email 
to: jim@albionnewsonline.com.

NEWSPAPER FOR SALE: Two weekly newspapers for 
sale in growing Omaha metro area. Will sell individually 
or as a pair. Serious inquiries only. Contact 402-762-
5352.

Updated 2020
 Nebraska Open Meetings Act 

booklets available
Nebraska’s open meetings law serves as a tool to 
help all citizens better understand and be more 
aware of the actions and decisions of elected and 
appointed officials.

An updated 2020 version of the Nebraska Open 
Meetings Act booklet, (last updated in 2012) is 
available for $1.00 each (plus postage).

To purchase booklets, contact Susan Watson, 
nebpress@nebpress.com.    


