
Toallowstudentsandparents to learnmoreabout thenewfacesat thefrontof theclassroomfor the2023-24schoolyear,

theDailyNewsinvitednewteachers inNorfolktocompleteabriefquestionnaire.Here iswhattheyhadtosayabout themselves.

STEPHANIE PAPESTEPHANIE PAPE
LUTHERAN HIGH NORTHEAST

 Where you grew up: I grew up on a farm
outside of Grand Island.

 What will you be teaching this fall? I will
be teaching world history to sophomores.

 Past teaching experience: I taught Ger-
man for eight years at LHNE starting in
2000. I also taught various history classes
at LHNE for four years.

 What is it about your new job that ap-
peals to you? I love world history. I want to
pass on my enthusiasm to my students.

 Why do you like teaching? I love when
students make connections. I especially
love the growth students make throughout
the school year.

 What are your goals for the coming
school year? I will focus on a Christ-cen-
tered curriculum. I will form positive and
encouraging relationships with my stu-
dents. I will help students to develop their
God-given talents.

 What advice would you give to students
in your classroom? Come to class with a
positive attitude, encourage one another
and don�t be afraid to make mistakes.

 What would you like the parents of your
students to know about you? I am passion-
ate about teaching. I have been blessed to
have had wonderful teachers and coaches
throughout my education. I will emulate
these past mentors and their qualities to be
the best role model I can be for your child.

ELIZABETH OSTENELIZABETH OSTEN
LUTHERAN HIGH NORTHEAST

 Where you grew up: Norfolk.

 What will you be teaching this fall? Physi-
cal education and health.

 Past teaching experience: I taught math
at LHNE from 2016 to 2019.

 What is it about your new job that ap-
peals to you? The opportunity to teach
these students how amazingly God has cre-
ated them and how to treat and respect all
they have been blessed with.

 Why do you like teaching? Opening doors
to new worlds for students that they get to
explore. Watching them discover something
new is also an amazing blessing.

 What are your goals for the coming
school year? I hope to have many discus-
sions with students where we dive into how
we treat, respect and view ourselves and
how we live a full and healthy life.

 What advice would you give to students
in your classroom? You are beautifully and
wonderfully made. Life is never promised to
be easy, but you can conquer anything with
God on your side.

 What would you like the parents of your
students to know about you? I hope to be
a role model for your student. I am not
perfect, none of us are, but I will strive to
teach and inform your child so that they
can live their life to their fullest potential
as a child of God.

GAYLE LEECHGAYLE LEECH
CHRIST LUTHERAN SCHOOL

 Where you grew up: My father was a ca-
reer naval officer. We mainly lived on naval
bases on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts.
We did spend about two years living in
Great Lakes, Illinois. I spent my summers
with my maternal grandparents in north
central New York state when we were in the
contiguous United States.

 What will you be teaching this fall? I am
teaching fifth through eighth grade math.

 Past teaching experience: My education
experience includes being a classroom
teacher, a substitute teacher and private
tutor. I have 12 years of teaching various
levels of math. However, my favorite age
group is from about 12 to 14. Students
in this age group are developing critical
thinking skills and are curious of the world
around them.

 What is it about your new job that ap-
peals to you? I am excited about sharing
with students the rules God uses to hold
our universe together.

 Why do you like teaching? I enjoy sharing
my experiences with students and getting
to know them and their families.

 What are your goals for the coming
school year? My goal is to create an envi-
ronment where students feel safe to solve
problems and are willing to learn from
their mistakes. Solving problems can be
intimidating. It is like learning to ride a
two-wheeled bike. We need support and to
know someone will help us get back up.

 What advice would you give to students
in your classroom? My advice to students is
to believe in the gifts God has given them
and to be willing to make mistakes. Our
best inventions came after numerous er-
rors. We would not have our modern conve-
niences if the inventors had given up.

 What would you like the parents of your
students to know about you? I am passion-
ate about sharing God�s love for patterns
and structure. It is thrilling to witness their
discovery of how God uses these structures
to hold the universe together. These pat-
terns are used to manage our finances,
travel in a vehicle and appreciate the beau-
ty around us.

CARSON CODYCARSON CODY
CHRIST LUTHERAN SCHOOL

 Where you grew up: Brookings, South Da-
kota.

 What will you be teaching this fall? K-8
physical education.

 Past teaching experience: Adapted P.E.
teacher at Southeast Area Coop and long-
term substitute teacher at Vermillion School
District.

 What is it about your new job that appeals
to you? I am excited to work with an amaz-
ing group of students who are respectful and
responsible. I am excited to have a new gym
as well.

 Why do you like teaching? I love getting
to work with children and helping them learn
and grow. Teaching my students always
make my days interesting and fun.

 What are your goals for the coming school
year? I am a new teacher, so my goals are to
create an educational and engaging curricu-
lum. I also am hoping to be nominated as a
New Teacher of the Year for SHAPE, which is
a national and local P.E. organization.

 What advice would you give to students in
your classroom? I want them to understand
that their main goals for P.E. should be to
have fun, be active and try new things.

 What would you like the parents of your
students to know about you? I am committed
to helping their children grow as individuals
and helping them to become healthier. I am
going to work hard for my students to give
them an exciting P.E. experience.

MEETMEET AA TEACHERTEACHER

KRISTI DEOSS KRISTI DEOSS 
CHRIST LUTHERAN SCHOOL

 Where you grew up: I grew up in Battle 
Creek and moved to Norfolk after college.

 What will you be teaching this fall? I am 
teaching three-day preschool.

 Past teaching experience: I have more 
than 10 years of experience working with 
young children in daycare, vacation Bible 
school and in Sunday School.

 What is it about your new job that ap-

peals to you? I love the excitement and joy 
these young children have about learning 
and the world around them. I am excited 
to not only teach them of God�s love, but 
to show his love in every part of our school 
day.

 Why do you like teaching? I have always 
enjoyed working with young children and 
getting to know them and their families. I 
love teaching through play and learning in 
fun and creative ways. 

 What are your goals for the coming 
school year? My goals are to teach the 
children of God�s unfailing love and to 
demonstrate his love in the classroom by 
my words and actions. I want to help them 
understand their emotions and how to 
regulate them, and to remind them of how 
special they are in God�s kingdom.

 What advice would you give to students 
in your classroom? God loves you always.

 What would you like the parents of your 
students to know about you? I am so ex-
cited to spend the school year with your 
children. I have worked in a variety of dif-
ferent environments and am eager to bring 
learning in fun, new ways with lots of inter-
action, music and activities.

CASEY PAYNECASEY PAYNE
 CHRIST LUTHERAN SCHOOL

 Where you grew up: Omaha.

 What will you be teaching this fall? So-
cial studies for grades 5-8.

 Past teaching experience: In Omaha and 
Columbus.

 What is it about your new job that ap-
peals to you? It is satisfying to watch stu-
dents learn how to understand and better 
interact with the world around them.

 Why do you like teaching? I�ve had the 
mind of a teacher all my life. I enjoy learn-
ing with others.

 What are your goals for the coming 
school year? To establish myself as a posi-
tive presence on my teaching team and for 
my students.

 What advice would you give to students 
in your classroom? Expect good things!

 What would you like the parents of your 
students to know about you? That I sup-
port your student and that I expect the 
best from them.
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See page 12
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Should games not 

start until September?
See page 7

NORFOLK
Ricketts campaign 

U.S. Sen. Pete Ricketts made 
it official Wednesday, launching 
a campaign to win election to 
the Senate seat he was ap-
pointed to fill by his successor 
as governor.

Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen 
tapped Ricketts, a two-term 
governor, to succeed Sen. Ben 
Sasse in January after Sasse 
resigned to become president 
of the University of Florida. 

Ricketts touted his business 
and government experience 
during a campaign stop in Nor-
folk on Wednesday afternoon.

“Nebraska is what America 
is supposed to be,” Ricketts 
said. “We have the values that 
our founders demonstrated 
when they created this country. 
We have the courage, the grit. 
We’re willing to sacrifice. We 
are resilient.” 

See page 10

Narcotics arrests
Nebraska State Patrol inves-

tigators, with the assistance 
of the Norfolk Police Division, 
have arrested three people in a 
narcotics investigation.

See page 10

Dismissal sought
The City of Norfolk has filed 

a motion to dismiss claims al-
leged in a lawsuit brought ear-
lier this year by former League 
Associate of Risk Management 
employee Randall Peters.

See page 10

REGION
20 Below writers

The Daily News is looking 
for high school students to 
write for its 20 Below section 
this school year. For those who 
enjoy writing, this would be a 
great opportunity as it looks 
great on college applications 
and résumés.

Students who write for 20 
Below have the opportunity to 
write about current events and 
topics. The articles are main-
ly opinion pieces and are not 
news articles, therefore con-
ducting interviews is not re-
quired. 20 Below starts next 
month and runs throughout the 
school year.

Students who would like to 
join 20 Below should email 
Nejla Muminovic, the 20 Below 
coordinator, at nmuminovic@
norfolkdailynews.com, or call 
the Daily News at 402-371-
1020.
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DAILY NEWS
NORFOLK

By DALE MILLER
dmiller@norfolkdailynews.com

The first two American Vol-
leyball Coaches Association 
first-team All-Americans for 
Wayne State both played on 
last year’s 30-3 team.

And the Wildcats return 
100% of their AVCA first-
team All-Americans in the 41-
year history of the honors for 
the upcoming campaign.

Taya Beller and Maggie 
Brahmer look to lead Wayne 
State once again for their ju-
nior seasons. The Wildcats 
enter the year with sky-high 
expectations with a majority 
of last year’s squad returning.

Here is what the duo had to 
say about the season’s expec-
tations, getting to play in front 
of 90,000-plus fans for an ex-
hibition and playing on the 
same team together.

TAYA BELLER
The 6-foot-2 middle hitter 

from Lindsay was named the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference preseason player 
of the year. That comes after 
she collected a plethora of 
awards last year, including 
NSIC offensive player of the 
year and AVCA Central Re-
gion player of the year.

Q: After last season’s suc-
cess, what are the expecta-
tions for the team this season?

A: “I think we have high ex-
pectations. We have a lot of re-
turners along with a lot of new 
people coming in, but they’re 
all at a high level, and they’re 
all meshing really well with 
all of us, which is fun.”

Q: What are the strengths of 
the Wildcats this year?

A: “Our strength is all the 
freshmen coming in. We get to 
practice against players that 
we’re not used to every day. 
Last year, most of us came in 
together. So it’ll be fun to play 
with everyone new in practice 
every day and get used to ev-
eryone’s different styles of 
play.”

Q: A number of players on 
the roster come from North-
east Nebraska. What is it 
about this area that produces 
talent that can come together 
and compete for champion-
ships in the toughest volley-
ball conference in Division II?

A: “I think since we come 
from small towns, we’re all so 
close and we just mesh really 
well together. We’re like sis-
ters, honestly.”

Q: What is it like to play 
alongside another first-team 
All-American in Maggie?

A: “It’s nice that I get to go 
against Maggie every day in 
practice. She makes me bet-
ter, and if I didn’t have to go 
against her every single day, it 
would be way different.”

Q: What will it be like play-
ing an exhibition match on 
Wednesday, Aug. 30, against 
the University of Nebraska 

►Please see B�S, page 40
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Arens in rare airArens in rare air
SENIOR SLOWING DOWNSENIOR SLOWING DOWN 

WHILE CHASING HISTORYWHILE CHASING HISTORY

CROFTON�S JORDYN ARENS

By DALE MILLER
dmiller@norfolkdailynews.com

CROFTON — It might sound confusing at first, 
but Jordyn Arens is focusing on going slower for 
her senior season of cross country.

That’s not something you expect to hear from a 
runner who has the opportunity to become Nebras

ka’s fourth four-time high school girls state cham-
pion

But, once Arens explains, everything makes 
perfect sense.

“As a freshman, I was just ‘go-go-go, this is 
great,’ ” she said. “I never took time to step back 
and enjoy it. Now that I’m getting older, I know 
that I need to slow down a bit and just enjoy the 
moments. I’m still going to give it my all — when I 
say slow down, I don’t mean in races or anything. 
I just mean the whole experience and really enjoy 
and take everything in around me.

“I realized at state my junior year that I didn’t 
really take any time to process it my freshman and 
sophomore years. My junior year, I enjoyed it more 
instead of thinking I just have to focus on the race.”

Arens isn’t an athlete who focuses on winning 
— although she has earned a plethora of gold med-
als. She has won every single cross country race 
that she has started within Nebraska during her 
high school career. The only times she has finished 
lower than first were at out-of-state competitions at 
the Augustana Twilight and Nike Regionals.

Did Crofton coach Mickey Doerr see this type of 
potential from Arens when she was younger?

“Yes — short answer is yes,” he said. “Junior 
high especially she was really, really good. Some 
of it is she had an aerobically strong heart and she 
was super tiny, so I knew by default she was going 
to be really fast. I was waiting to see what would 
happen once she hit high school.

“Sophomore year was probably her toughest 
year for cross country and track, but last year was 
back on track. Last year in cross country, she did 
workout things that I went ‘Oh, my gosh, I can’t 
wait to see what happens.’ It was never really re-
flected in meet times, but the stuff she was doing 
in practice made me think, ‘Holy cow, you can 
rip something off special if conditions are right.’ 
Hopefully this year she can get rewarded in that 
sense.”

AS PART OF a large family involved in running, 
Arens naturally was drawn toward it from a young 
age.

“I’ve always been around it, so it’s kind of always 
been a part of my life,” she said. “I didn’t really 
start running until junior high — I had done some 
fun runs here and there, and I enjoyed them. But 
I’d say I really got into it in junior high and thought, 
OK, this is something I might seriously consider 
doing for the rest of my life.”

FALL SPORTS PREVIEW SECTION IN TODAY’S PAPER.

By JON HUMPHRIES
jhumphries@norfolkdailynews.com

City officials announced this week that Nor-
folk had been selected to receive a grant of up to 
$2 million to be allocated toward the completion 
of the Johnson Park restoration project.

The grant was awarded by the Nebraska De-
partment of Natural Resources. City council 
members voted unanimously to approve the 
agreement with the state.

Nate Powell, the city director of parks and 
recreation, provided council members with an 
overview of the grant.

“This is an agreement with the Nebraska 
Department of Natural Resources, part of the 
State of Nebraska Rescue Plan Act of 2021,” 
Powell said. “This grant did not require an ap-
plication, and there are no matching funds re-
quired.”

Powell said Norfolk Mayor Josh Moenning 

and state Sen. Robert Dover were instrumental 
in obtaining the grant funding.

“The funds will be for the Johnson Park proj-
ect, and these funds get us over the finish line 

Johnson Park project receives 
$2 million grant from state

Funding for Johnson Park
Here’s a breakdown of how the grant funds 

would be utilized in the Johnson Park restora-
tion project:

 $265,000 for the ice-skating rink.
 $425,000 for the splash pad.
 $275,000 for the pedestrian bridge.
 $60,000 for signs.
 $50,000 for landscaping.
 $325,000 for the playground facility.
 $100,000 for gatehouse improvements.
 $300,000 for concession stand, restroom 

and sport-court.

►Please see GRANT, page 6

By AMBER FEHRS  
regional@norfolkdailynews.com 

If the goal is to find a trusted source of 
reliable, accurate news, social media prob-
ably isn’t the place to turn to.

Sure, there are responsible news sites 
found on various social media platforms 
— often published by mainstream news-
papers and other media outlets — but then 
there are sites like what state Sen. Bruce 
Bostelman of Grand Island unfortunately 
relied on last year.

The Nebraska Legislature made nation-
al news in March 2022 when the senator 
repeated to his colleagues a social media-
fueled rumor that some students who iden-
tified as cats in Nebraska were being 
provided with litter boxes by their schools.  

The litter box claim was thoroughly de-
bunked. But not soon enough. Articles on 
Bostelman cropped up in national publica-
tions like The Washington Post, and one 
video of his comment on the floor of the 
Legislature received more than 300,000 
views, according to NBC.  

The strange rumor originated online, 
with Michigan and Iowa social media 
groups seeing the claims about “cat-stu-
dents” and litter boxes before it spread to 
Nebraska, according to The Washington 
Post.  

The rumor made its way to Norfolk, 
too. It was prevalent enough that Jami Jo 
Thompson, Norfolk Public Schools super-
intendent, felt it important enough to issue 
a public statement: “Norfolk Public Schools 

By SHERYL SCHMECKPEPER
regional@norfolkdailynews.com

I
t’s true — Dave Busskohl enjoys reading the comic 
strips in the Norfolk Daily News. Zits is one of his fa-
vorites.

But he doesn’t stop there.
The president of Allied Tour and Travel in Norfolk 

appreciates many of the paper’s features, including its 
local news and sports coverage, as well as columns on the 
Commentary page.

“I read about every section,” he said. “Sports … obits. I 
like local news (because) I really like to know what’s going 
on in the community. I hope people appreciate the impor-
tance of that.”

That’s the task facing many community newspapers 
today — continuing to serve longtime subscribers and ad-
vertisers while attracting new ones, too. If readership and 
advertising support declines, a newspaper’s future can be 
in jeopardy.  

Busskohl grew up reading newspapers, including the 
Daily News and the Omaha World-Herald, both of which 
were delivered to his family’s doorstep. He remembers how 
much fun it was for him and his friends to discover their 
name or picture in the paper for an accomplishment of 
some sort.

“It was a major treat,” he said.
As an adult, Busskohl has been a subscriber for 40 years. 

He prefers the tactile experience of holding the actual 
newspaper as opposed to reading a digital version because 
it’s “easier to get lost or miss things on a digital device,” he 
said.

Still, he recognizes the value of offering both formats. It’s 
important to accommodate readers’ preference, he said.

Regardless of whether people choose the print or digital 

Longtime customers 
share personal views

Social media credibility 
depends on how it’s used
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